
ISLAMABAD

Powerful earthquakes killed
at least 2,000 people in
western Afghanistan, a Tal-
iban government
spokesman said on Sunday.
It’s one of the deadliest
earthquakes to strike the
country in two decades. 

The figures couldn’t be in-
dependently verified, but if
correct, the toll would
eclipse that of an earthquake
that hit eastern Afghanistan
in June 2022, striking a
rugged, mountainous re-
gion, flattening stone and
mud-brick homes and
killing at least 1,000 people. 

Saturday’s magnitude 6.3
earthquake hit a far more
densely populated area,
near Afghanistan’s fourth
largest city, Herat. It was
followed by strong after-

shocks. On Sunday, people
attempted to dig out the
dead and injured with their
hands in Herat, clambering
over rocks and debris. 

Survivors and victims
were trapped under build-
ings that had crumbled to
the ground, their faces grey
with dust. 

A video, shared online,
shows people freeing a baby
girl from a collapsed build-
ing after being buried up to
her neck in debris. A hand is
seen cradling the baby’s
torso as rescuers ease the
child out of the ground. Res-
cuers said it was the baby’s
mother. It is not clear if the
mother survived. Abdul
Wahid Rayan, a spokesman
at the Ministry of Informa-
tion and Culture, said the
toll is higher than originally
reported. AP
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Death toll in Afghan earthquakes rises to 2,000

Israel-Hamas war rages on

State’s fiscal 
growth steady

TEL AVIV

Israeli soldiers battled
Hamas fighters in the streets
of southern Israel on Sunday
and launched retaliation
strikes that levelled build-
ings in Gaza, while in north-
ern Israel a brief exchange
of strikes with Lebanon’s
Hezbollah militant group
raised fears of a broader
conflict.

In the wake of the emer-
gency situation, top Israeli
leaders, setting aside their
differences, discussed the
possibility of forming an
emergency national unity
government to deal with the
complex situation after the
unprecedented attack by
Hamas militants. Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and opposition
leaders Yair Lapid and
Benny Gantz discussed the
possibility of joining Ne-
tanyahu’s government.

Civilians paid a staggering
cost for the violence on both
sides. Israeli media, citing
rescue service officials, said
at least 600 people were
killed in Israel, including 44
soldiers, while officials in
Gaza said 313 people died in
the territory. An Israeli offi-
cial said the military had
killed 400 militants and cap-
tured dozens more.

Up to 100 Israeli hostages,
including women and chil-
dren, may have been taken
into Gaza by Hamas, hugely
complicating any Israeli

military operation to free
them, media reported. Amid
shocking images of terrified
Israeli soldiers and civilians
“some bloodied, others
hooded and with their hands
tied” being marched away
by Hamas militants, the
whereabouts and fate of the
captives has become one of
the most pressing issues for
military planners, The

Guardian reported.
The US government sus-

pects that “several Ameri-
cans” may be among those
killed or taken hostage, US

Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said. “We have re-
ports that several Ameri-
cans may be among the
dead,” he said, adding that
he was verifying the reports. 

In Gaza, residents fled
homes near the border to es-
cape Israeli strikes, fleeing
deeper inside the territory
after warnings in Arabic
from the Israeli military.
The flare-up on Israel’s
northern border threatened
to draw into the battle
Hezbollah, a fierce enemy of
Israel’s which is backed by

Iran and estimated to have
tens of thousands of rockets
at its disposal. Hezbollah
fired dozens of rockets and
shells on Sunday at three Is-
raeli positions in a disputed
area along the border and Is-
rael's military fired back
using armed drones. 

In a related incident, an
Egyptian policeman opened
fire on Israeli tourists in the
Mediterranean city of
Alexandria, killing at least
two Israelis and one Egypt-
ian, Israeli and Egyptian au-
thorities said. (SEE PAGES 2, 11)

600 killed in Israel, including 44 soldiers; 313 in Gaza 
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First IVF clinic in
TS govt hospital
CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad

In a major milestone in the
health sector, the Telangana
government on Sunday
launched the first govern-
ment-run high-end IVF care
facility for childless couples
at Gandhi Hospital. 

The facility is one of its
kind in Telangana, as pri-
vate healthcare providers
dominate such technologies
aimed primarily at address-
ing infertility. The In-Vitro
Fertilization (IVF) clinic at

Gandhi Hospital will offer
the entire array of proce-
dures aimed at assisting
childless couples to con-
ceive. The facility will be an
alternative for couples from
economically weaker sec-
tions, who otherwise spend
lakhs to conceive at private
facilities. 

“Our facility has experi-
enced professionals who
are highly trained in this
kind of assistive reproduc-
tion technology,” Gandhi
Hospital Superintendent Dr
M Raja Rao said. (SEE PAGE 2)

22 drown
during fest 
in Bihar 
PATNA

Twenty-two peo-
pledrowned while bathing
in rivers and ponds in Bihar
in separate incidents. 

The incidents took place
in the last 24 hours when a
majority of them were
bathing for the Jivitputrika
festival, during which
women fast for the well-
being of their children. CM
Nitish Kumar announced
an ex gratia of Rs 4 lakh
each for the next of kin of
the deceased. PTI
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Ahead of polls, BRS reaches out

to Marathi-speaking voters in TS
D CHANDRA
BHASKAR RAO
Hyderabad

T
argeting the over
six lakh-strong
Marathi commu-

nity in the twin cities and
an equal number of
Marathi voters spread
across the districts bor-
dering Maharashtra, the
BRS Maharashtra unit
leadership is embarking
on a massive outreach
campaign in Telangana
ahead of the forthcoming
Assembly elections. 

They are firm on mak-
ing sure that every elector
of Marathi descent would
make informed decisions

while voting. There is
also a wide array of issues
that make Telangana dis-
tinctly different from Ma-
harashtra. Both States had
much in common till the
end of 2014. Thereafter,
there is little that is com-
mon between them. What
made the difference is
only the leadership, sums
up a senior leader of the
BRS Maharashtra unit. 

“We will have Assem-
bly polls in Maharashtra
only after one year and
need to wait for the par-
liamentary elections by
another six months. The
immediate task on hand is
the Assembly polls in
Telangana. We will play a

decisive role especially in
certain segments of Adil-
abad and Nizamabad dis-
tricts bordering Maha-
rashtra,” said Manik
Kadam, Maharashtra BRS
Kisan cell president. 

Our campaign will be
issue-oriented, he said,
adding that the message
will be loud and clear.
Why were farmers in
Telangana getting a crop-
investment support of Rs
10,000 per acre every year
and why was the same
being denied to Maha-
rashtra farmers in the
neighbourhood? This will
be explained to every
Marathi-speaking voter. 

(SEE PAGE 2)
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Telangana continues to be
an economic powerhouse of
the nation. The State has
amassed impressive rev-
enue of Rs 99,106.68 crore in
the first five months of the
2023-24 fiscal.

This accounts for around
38.14 per cent of the total
budget outlay of Rs
2,59,861,91 crore of the cur-
rent fiscal and is also about
Rs 19,099 crore more than
the revenue in the same pe-
riod in the previous finan-
cial year. Comparatively,
last year’s budget had pro-
jected a total revenue of Rs
2,45,256.61 crore. However,
by the end of August, the
State had already garnered
Rs 80,007.64 crore. 

As per the ‘State Ac-
counts at a Glance’ report by
the Comptroller and Audi-
tor General (CAG), Telan-
gana realised Rs 55,441.76
crore of tax revenue during

the current fiscal. In the first
five months of the previous
financial year, it recorded a
tax revenue of Rs 49,705.42
crore. The non-tax revenue
has doubled to Rs 14,482
crore this fiscal compared to
Rs 7,839 crore in 2022-23
during the corresponding
period. 

The Grant-in-aid and
other contributions from
the Centre remained a dis-
appointment with only Rs
3,009 crore against budget
estimates of Rs 43,294 crore
this year. Last year, Telan-
gana received Rs 4,011.6
crore in Grant-in-aid for the
period. (SEE PAGE 2)

TS amasses 38.14% of budget outlay of 
Rs 2,59,861,91 cr in first 5 months of this fiscal

Economic Powerhouse

Total 
expenditure 

`95,081.09
crore

Revenue expenditure: 

`76,648.84 cr

Capital expenditure

`18,432.24 cr

*( gures in cr)

Total tax receipts till Aug 2023

 `99,106.8

`18,754.10
Goods and Service Tax:

 Stamps and Registration: 
`5,852.43

 Land Revenue: `0.15

 Sales Tax: `12,386.59

 State Excise Duties: 
`10,149.17

 State’s Share of union 
Taxes: `5,064.36

 Capital Receipts: `26,173.39

Rockets fired by Palestinian militants from Gaza City being intercepted by the Israeli Iron Dome
defence missile system early on Sunday. — Photo: AFP

An Afghan boy hold his cat as he sits in a courtyard of his destroyed home after an earthquake in
Zenda Jan district of Herat province, west Afghanistan, on Sunday. — Photo: AP

Healthcare trust for TS govt staff
CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

In a major decision aimed at
implementing a cashless
health insurance scheme for
government employees,
their families and pension-
ers covered under Employ-
ees Health Scheme (EHS),
the Telangana government
on Sunday announced the

formation of the Employee
Health Care Trust (EHCT).
Employees and pensioners
will contribute to the EHCT
a specified amount every
month, which will be de-
ducted from their remuner-
ations/pensions.  

The government will also
make an equal matching
contribution to the Trust
each month. The Board of

Trustees of the EHCT will
make recommendations to
the government on policy
matters and the State 
government in the coming
days will appoint a CEO for
the EHS. 

Detailed guidelines for
modalities of the implemen-
tation of the New Employ-
ees’ Health Scheme will be
issued separately.

IN SYNC: Artists perform during the closing ceremony of the 19th Asian Games 
in Hangzhou, China, on Sunday. — Photo: AP
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