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KCR ASKS VOTERS TO BE WARY OF
CONGRESS AND ITS DISRUPTIVE POTENTIAL

SAYS WELFARE SCHEMES WOULD BE AT
STAKE IF CONGRESS IS VOTED TO POWER

‘BRS sole guardian of TS’ Another gem
from Rahul

STATE BUREAU 

HYDERABAD

Asserting that the Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) was
the sole guardian of Telan-
gana and its people, BRS
president and Chief Minis-
ter K Chandrashekhar Rao
on Thursday said his party
had reached out to all sec-
tions of people without any
discrimination whatsoever. 

Addressing Praja Ashir-
vada Sabhas at Nirmal,
Balkonda and Dharmapuri
as part of his election cam-
paign, the Chief Minister
cautioned the people against
divisive forces at work to
disrupt the State’s progress
and asked the people to safe-
guard their own interests by
rejecting the Congress,
which was known for its dis-
ruptive potential. 

It was for sure that the fu-
ture of State-sponsored pro-
grammes such as the Rythu
Bandhu, free power to the
farm sector and the Dharani
portal system, which helped
in reviving farmers’ for-
tunes, would be at stake if
the Congress was given
power, for which Congress
leaders — right from Rahul
Gandhi to A Revanth Reddy
— were desperate. With a
notorious past replete with
communal disturbances, a
Congress regime was one to
be wary of. “As long as KCR
is alive, Telangana will re-
main secular. There have
been no communal riots or
any law and order issues for
the last nine-and-a-half
years,” he said. 

Continuing to present the
BRS as the face of develop-

ment that changed the pro-
file of Telangana by putting
in place flagship schemes,
Chandrashekhar Rao said it
was for the people to decide
now whether to facilitate
the growth of the State from
strength to strength or to
allow the robust system
built over the years to col-

lapse.  After getting a vocif-
erous ‘yes’ from the massive
gathering at Nirmal in reply
to his question whether the
BRS flagship programmes
should continue or not,
Chandrashekhar Rao said
Dalits were subjected to
neglect and suppression in
the country for long. After

taking stock of the status of
Dalits in society and the
wretched conditions they
were living in for decades,
the Dalit Bandhu scheme
was devised. The scheme
had turned out to be a big
boon. 

Had the same measure
been implemented right
from the days of Jawaharlal
Nehru, their status would
have been totally different
today. The Dalits were used
as mere vote banks, with
nothing concrete being done
for them, he said. 

On the other hand, the
rights of the people of
Telangana were protected
by the BRS. It was the party
that fought relentlessly for

years for a separate Telan-
gana. Statehood was
achieved even if it called for
venturing into the jaws of
death. The BRS government
schemes had facilitated the
all-round development of
the State. Four districts were
carved out of the erstwhile
Adilabad. It paved the way
for setting up four medical
colleges subsequently. 

People in Nirmal, Asi-
fabad and Mancherial were
as happy as those in Adil-
abad with the rapid strides
achieved in development
after the reorganisation of
the revenue administration
with the formation of new
districts, he added.

(RELATED REPORT PAGE 5)
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Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi once again made
himself the butt of jokes in
Telangana on Thursday,
this time by mistaking the
expansion joints on the Lak-
shmi barrage at Meddi-
gadda as cracks. 

Gandhi, who has been
trying to show the Kalesh-
waram Lift Irrigation Proj-
ect as a project ridden with
corruption, had visited the
Medigadda barrage on
Thursday after getting per-
mission from the State po-
lice, obviously with the in-
tention of getting some
fodder to attack the BRS. 

Accompanied by TPCC
president A Revanth Reddy
and CLP leader Bhatti Vikra-
marka, Gandhi ‘inspected’
the barrage, and soon after,

posted on X, saying that
cracks had developed in
multiple pillars because of
“shoddy construction with
reports indicating that the
pillars are sinking”. 

The Congress leader ap-
parently thought the expan-
sion joints on the barrage
were cracks and, posing
with Revanth Reddy, even
posted a photograph with
him pointing at one such
“crack”. But social media
was soon to school him on
what the “crack” originally
was. (SEE PAGES 2, 5)

SHORT TAKES

MAHUA
WALKS OUT

OF MEET
NEW DELHI: Opposi-
tion members of the

Lok Sabha Ethics Com-
mittee on Thursday

stormed out of its
meeting along with

TMC MP Mahua
Moitra as they ac-

cused its chairperson
Vinod Kumar Sonkar
of asking her “inde-

cent personal” ques-
tions, a charge he said

was motivated to
shield the parliamen-

tarian from queries
into her “unethical

conduct”. Moitra, who
pleaded innocence to

bribery allegations,
termed the questions
“filthy” after walking

out while he defended
the queries. PTI  

(REPORT PAGE 7)

KEJRIWAL SKIPS 
ED QUESTIONING
NEW DELHI: Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on Thursday did not appear before the 
Enforcement Directorate for questioning in a
case linked to the now scrapped Delhi excise
policy and wrote to it demanding the “recall”
of its summons to him. PTI (REPORT PAGE 7)

ED OFFICER ARRESTED
FOR TAKING BRIBE 
JAIPUR: The Rajasthan Anti-Corruption Bureau
on Thursday arrested an ED officer, posted in
Manipur, and his associate for allegedly taking
a bribe of Rs 15 lakh for settling a matter re-
lated to a chit fund case. Those arrested are
Naval Kishore Meena and Babulal Meena. PTI

MARATHA QUOTA: 
MLAs STAGE PROTEST 
MUMBAI: Several legislators cutting across
party lines in Maharashtra on Thursday staged
an agitation outside Mantralaya, the State
Secretariat, in south Mumbai, in support of the
demand for reservation to the Maratha 
community. PTI (REPORT PAGE 7)

BRS president and Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao addressing the Praja Ashirvada Sabha at Nirmal on Thursday. 

Mistakes expansion
joints on Lakshmi
barrage as cracks;
social media
schools Congress
leader on difference 

AS LONG AS KCR IS ALIVE, TS WILL
REMAIN SECULAR. THERE HAVE
BEEN NO COMMUNAL RIOTS OR
LAW AND ORDER ISSUES FOR THE
LAST NINE-AND-HALF YEARS 

— KCR, CM & BRS PRESIDENT


