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Winter waning, brace for early summer
SOWMYA SANGAM 
Hyderabad 

W
inter’s grip on
Hyderabad ap-
pears to be loos-

ening as the India Meteor-
ological Department
(IMD) has now predicted
a surge in temperatures
after mid-February, mark-
ing an early onset of 
summer. 

According to Dr A Shra-
vani, a scientist at IMD-
Hyderabad, the next five
days will witness a notable
increase in temperatures
across Hyderabad and
even other parts of Telan-
gana before returning to

normal. However, post-
mid-February, a constant
rise in temperatures is an-

ticipated. On Wednesday,
Chandanagar reported the
highest maximum temper-

ature of 35.2 degrees C,
marking a significant de-
parture from the seasonal
norms. This is the first in-
stance of such high tem-
peratures in the locality
since the onset of winter.
Ameerpet also experi-
enced a spike in daytime
temperatures, recording a
high of 34.7 degrees C, sig-
nalling the gradual transi-
tion towards warmer
weather. The IMD-H pre-
dicts a continued upward
trend in daytime tempera-
tures over the next five
days, with the average
maximum temperature 
expected to range from 31-
32 degrees C.  (SEE PAGE 2)

Court allows
puja in cellar
of Gyanvapi

PTI 

VARANASI

The district court on
Wednesday ruled that a
priest can perform prayers
before the idols in a cellar of
the Gyanvapi Masjid here, a
significant development in
the legal battle over the
mosque adjacent to the
Kashi Vishwanath temple.

The prayers will be con-
ducted — apparently at reg-
ular intervals — by a ‘pujari’
nominated by the Kashi
Vishwanath temple trust
and the petitioner, who has
claimed that his grandfather
offered puja at the cellar up
to December 1993.

While the VHP welcomed
the order, Muslim side
counsel Mumtaz Ahmed
said they will challenge it in
the High Court. The judge
said the plaintiffs can sub-
mit their objections before
the court on February 8. The
court directed the local ad-
ministration to make
arrangements in seven days
for prayers in the cellar.
This will involve “proper
arrangements” with metal
barricades at the complex. 

According to Hindu side
counsel Madan Mohan
Yadav, the barricades be-
fore the Nandi statue facing
the mosque’s ‘wazukhana’
will be removed to make
way. The order by judge AK
Vishvesha comes day after
an Archeological Survey of
India (ASI) report on the
mosque complex was made
public. 

The ASI survey, ordered
by the same court, in con-
nection with a related case,

suggested that the mosque
was constructed during Au-
rangzeb’s rule over the re-
mains of a Hindu temple.
Wednesday’s order was de-
livered on the plea of

Shailendra Kumar Pathak
who claimed that his mater-
nal grandfather, priest Som-
nath Vyas, offered prayers
till December 1993, advocate
Yadav said.

Pujari to be appointed; Muslim side to move HC 
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MOSQUE LOCATED IN 
VARANASI, UTTAR PRADESH

Gyanvapi mosque-Kashi 
Vishwanath temple dispute

 Built by Mughal emperor Aurangzeb in 
1669 after demolishing a Shiva temple, 
Kashi Vishwanath temple, on the site 

 Presence of temple at mosque site 
highly contested

 Many petitions led in several courts, 
including Supreme Court, Allahabad 
High Court, Varanasi district court

LEGAL BATTLE BEGINS 
IN 1991 

 Petition led before Varanasi Civil 
Judge on behalf of  Swayambhu Jyotirlinga 
Bhagwan Vishweshwar and 5 others 

 Seek restoration of Gyanvapiland to 
Kashi Vishwanath temple

 In 2020, plaintiffs approach Varanasi 
Civil Court again to reopen the case

 Allahabad HC stays proceedings

HOW 
CURRENT 
ROW 
STARTED

 In 2019, lawyer Vijay 
Shankar Rastogi seeks 
archaeological survey

 In 2021, 5 Hindu 
women seek 
permission to conduct 
daily prayers at shrine 
behind western wall 
of mosque complex, 
protection of idols

 Hindu side claims 
‘Shivling’ found in 
‘wazukhana’ of mosque 
complex, but Muslim 
side says it was a 
‘fountain’

 In May 2023, Varanasi 
district court agrees 
to hear plea for ASI 
survey, following 
Allahabad HC order

 Asks ASI to submit 
survey report by 
December 11 

Soren arrested in PMLA case
Resigns as Jharkhand CM; Champai Soren named successor

RANCHI

The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) on Wednesday
arrested JMM leader He-
mant Soren after over seven
hours of questioning on
money laundering charges
in an alleged land fraud case,
official sources said.

Before his arrest, Soren
tendered his resignation as
Jharkhand Chief Minister to
Governor CP Radhakrish-
nan at Raj Bhavan and was
then taken to the ED office
here. Senior JMM leader
Champai Soren was named
as his successor. 

Sources claimed that 48-
year-old Hemant Soren was
“evasive” in his replies dur-
ing his questioning and

hence was taken into cus-
tody under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA).

The ED is expected to
produce Soren before a spe-
cial PMLA court here and
the agency will seek his re-
mand for custodial interro-
gation, the sources said. The
sources said the agency put
across 15 questions to Soren

during the second round of
questioning in the case. He
was first quizzed on January
20 this year.

The JMM leader was
shown the typed statements
he recorded with the agency
and before taking him in
custody, his signatures were
sought on these documents.
It was, however, not clear if
he signed them.

The allegations of money
laundering against the
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
(JMM) leader pertain to the
alleged illegal possession of
certain immovable assets
apart from his purported
links with members of the
‘land mafia’.

Meanwhile, JMM’s Rajya
Sabha MP Mahua Maji
claimed that Hemant Soren
was in the “custody” of the
“Hemant Soren has resigned
as the Chief Minister of
Jharkhand. The ruling JMM-
Congress-RJD alliance has
proposed the name of senior
JMM leader Champai Soren
as the new CM,” state Con-
gress president Rajesh
Thakur said.  (SEE PAGE 2)

(RELATED REPORTS PAGE 7)

The ED put across 15 questions 
to Soren... He was evasive in his
replies during questioning and

hence the agency took him into custody
under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act 

— SOURCES

Will ensure two lakh jobs
in one year, says Revanth 
STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy on Wednesday said
the State government will
go all out to fulfil its prom-
ises on the provision of em-
ployment for the jobless. 

Issuing appointment let-
ters to newly recruited
nursing officers at the Lal
Bahadur Stadium here, he
asserted that the govern-
ment will stick to its stand to
provide two lakh jobs within
one year. 

Stating that jobless
youngsters had ignited the
flames giving the real mo-
mentum to the fight for a
separate Telangana, he al-
leged that however, the 10-
year BRS regime had given
the least importance to the
employment issue. 

Accusing the BRS leader-
ship of not thinking seri-
ously about ensuring justice
for the jobless, Revanth
Reddy said his government

was making all efforts to
meet the timeline given for
fulfilling its assurances.

The State government
had revamped the Telan-
gana State Public Service
Commission and appointed
a new chairman and new
members. The recruitment
process, too, would get
under way very soon to ful-
fil the aspirations of the un-

employed. Taking strong
exception to the criticism by
BRS leaders against the re-
cruitment process, the Chief
Minister wanted them to re-
alise how happy the candi-
dates were after receiving
the appointment letters.

The Chief Minister also
targeted former Health
Minister T Harish Rao. 

(SEE PAGE 2)

Full Budget
after new govt
is formed: PM
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday said the
full Budget will be pre-
sented after the formation
of the new government. 

Modi, speaking to the
media before the start of
the Budget Session, said:
“Usually, when the elec-
tion time is near, the full
Budget is not presented,
we will also follow the
same tradition and bring
the full Budget before you
after the formation of the
new government. This
time, the country’s Finance
Minister Nirmala ji will
present her Budget in front
of all of us tomorrow
(Thursday) with some
guiding points.”

He also recalled the first
session of the new Parlia-
ment and highlighted the
significant decision taken.
“The passage of the
Women Empowerment
and Adulation Act marked
a pivotal moment for our
nation,” Modi Said. IANS

‘Will stop schemes
if Cong loses polls’

Punjagutta PS staff transferred

H-1B: US announces
major overhaul

BENGALURU 

Ruling Congress MLA HC
Balakrishna has advocated
stopping the Karnataka gov-
ernment’s guarantee pro-
grammes in case the party
fails to win the maximum
number of seats in the State
in the upcoming Lok Sabha
polls, assuming that the
people have rejected the
schemes.

The Magadi MLA said he
spoke to Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah and Deputy
Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar, and added that it was
for the people to decide
whether they want “ak-
shate” (rice grains mixed
with turmeric and ghee dis-
tributed by the organisers
or volunteers of RSS/VHP
ahead of Ayodhya’s Ram
Mandir consecration) or
five guarantee schemes.

While the opposition BJP
hit out at the MLA and the
Congress government, Sid-
daramaiah and Shivakumar
seeking to clarify, said no
guarantee scheme will be
stopped and they will be
continued. “We will work,
our government will be
there for five years, I ask
you one thing whether your
vote is for akshate or five
guarantees,” Balakrishna
said. Addressing a gathering
in his constituency near
here, he said, “We are all

Hindus, we too have respect
for the construction of the
temple, but our argument is
that seeking votes in the
name of temple is not right.”
“In this situation, if people
vote (in BJP’s favour) for
construction of the temple...
I told our Chief Minister
and the Deputy Chief Min-
ister that — let’s continue
the guarantee schemes if
people make us (the Con-
gress) win a majority of the
seats in the MP (parliamen-
tary) elections. If not, it can
be assumed that the people
have rejected the guaran-
tees,” he added.

Asking the people what
else the Congress should
think if votes are not in its
favour, he told womenfolk
that 80-85% of money from
these schemes are coming
to women — who are matri-
archs of the family. PTI

Nursing recruitment was started 
by BRS, Harish reminds CM 
HYDERABAD: Coming down heavily on the Chief Minis-
ter for the yawning gap between the Congress govern-
ment’s promises and fulfilment and for claiming credit
for the recruitment of nursing officers, former Health
Minister and BRS MLA T Harish Rao said on Wednesday
Revanth Reddy should not forget that the appointment
orders he was distributing to the newly recruited
nurses owed to the notification issued during the BRS
regime. Even the nurses who got the orders were
aware of this. Calling it much ado about nothing by the
Congress government, he said the Chief Minister was
trying to project it as an achievement of the new 
government. (REPORT PAGE 4)

WASHINGTON

The US has announced a
major overhaul of its annual
lottery for the H-1B special-
ity occupation visas, popu-
lar among Indian IT profes-
sionals, to curtail the
potential for fraud and im-
prove and streamline the
registration system. 

Separately, the US on Jan-
uary 29 formally launched a
pilot programme to renew
the much sought-after H-1B
visas domestically, a move
that is likely to benefit thou-
sands of Indian tech profes-
sionals. The new over-
hauled system, among other

things, includes the provi-
sion of a beneficiary-centric
selection process for regis-
trations by employers. As a
result, unlike in the past
when multiple applications
by an individual often re-
sulted in abuse in fraud of
the system, the H-1B visa
applications would now be
counted and accepted based
on individual applicants. 

Even if one individual
files multiple applications
for various companies, they
would be counted as one
application based on their
personal credentials like
passport numbers. 

(SEE PAGE 2)

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

In an unprecedented move,
Hyderabad Commissioner
of Police K Sreenivasa
Reddy transferred the entire
staff of the Punjagutta police
station and shifted them to
police headquarters. 

A total of 85 personnel,
right from the rank of Sub
Inspector to Constable,
were shifted to the City
Armed Reserve headquar-
ters by the Hyderabad CP. It
is the first time in recent
years that such a big move

has been initiated by the po-
lice higher-ups in Hyder-
abad. The wholesale trans-
fers have come at a time
when the Punjagutta police
station is in the news for al-
leged favouritism, profes-
sional negligence and
charges of corruption. 

Last month, the Hyder-
abad CP had placed under
suspension Punjagutta Sta-
tion House Officer P Durga
Rao for allegedly helping
Rahil Shakil, the son of for-
mer Bodhan MLA Aamir
Shakil, escape in a rash and
drunk driving case by citing

some other person as an ac-
cused in the case. 

When the truth came out
during the inquiry, Rahil
Shakil managed to escape to
Dubai and Bodhan Inspec-
tor Prem Kumar was ar-
rested, along with others, in
the case. Durga Rao, who is
cited as an accused in the
case, is absconding. In an-
other recent incident, a man,
who was arrested for driv-
ing a car rashly and injuring
several persons at 
Punjagutta, escaped from
police custody at Gandhi
Hospital. (SEE PAGE 2)

Imran, wife get
14 years in jail
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan’s former Prime
Minister Imran Khan and
his wife Bushra Bibi were
sentenced on Wednesday
to 14 years of rigorous im-
prisonment each in a cor-
ruption case, a day after
the beleaguered leader was
given a 10-year jail term for
leaking state secrets.

Khan is serving a three-
year jail term after being
convicted of corruption in
a separate Toshakhana
case on August 5 last year. 

(FULL REPORT PAGE 9)

PPBL told to
stop services
after Feb 29
MUMBAI 

In a major action against
Paytm Payments Bank
(PPBL), the Reserve Bank
on Wednesday directed
the lender to stop accept-
ing deposits or top-ups in
customer accounts, wal-
lets, FASTTags and other
instruments after February
29. However, any interest,
cashbacks or refunds may
be credited back to cus-
tomers any time. PTI

(FULL REPORT PAGE 8)

Our govt will be
there for 5

years... I ask you,
is your vote for
akshate or five

guarantees

— HC BALAKRISHNA, 
Congress MLA

The next five days will witness a notable increase in
temperatures across Hyderabad and parts of Telangana. 


