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COMMENTARY

Decrypting the Telangana
Assembly Mandate, 2023

realising/
terms of |
state daor
gana has
in 2014-
(ar curre
Telangan|
af India’y
A distinctive feature of the 2023 he outcome of the 2023 Telangana  Asaresu
polls in Telangana was that the I assembly elections has thrownup  Goe has

LAXMAN RAD SANKINENI, HARINATH SILVERU

issue of development virtually certain unique trends in India’s  to4.8%
. o democratic landscape. Typically, state  Telangan
became a non-issue. The pre-poll  ejoctions revoive around dominant themes  ta incor
SUrveys also {;ap:urg\d the such as development and performance  3,12,308
conflicting sentiments among of the incumbent government and, of  2023). D
i . e late, the range of welfare schemes imple-  formatio)

the electorate—a deep sense X . ) o
L 3 mented by the ruling regime. By stark  %1,24,104
of anti-incumbency despite the contrast, a distinctive feature of the states (N
visible signs of “development.” 2023 Telangana assembly polls was that  districts o
The opposition succeeded in the issue of development virtually be-  the natio
. i came & non-issue, nor was it the main  rate of E(
escalating the an.tl-ln.cum?nency plank of the electoral campaign of the As per
through a narrative focusing on opposition parties. During the run-up to index (m

the failings of the incumbent
regime rather than on

the polls, it was widely perceived that the  (2023), T
ruling Brs (Bharat Rashtra Samithi) party  in reduc)

. (earlier known as the TRs—[Telangana  The mulf

velop A | tal
development. The poll \I"Cl‘dlc A0 Rashira Samithi]) was confronted with  account |
shows that electoral gains from a groundswell of anti-incumbency. Draw-  of living.
welfare transfers would diminish  ing on empirical evidence, the core factors  the popu
in the long run if development that shaped the popular disaffection with  ally poor
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