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KCR plans dharna at Medigadda
after Lok Sabha elections
KARIMNAGAR: Leader of Opposition and BRS presi-
dent K Chandrashekhar Rao said he would stage a
dharna at the Medigadda barrage along with 10,000
people, including farmers, after the Lok Sabha elec-
tions. Stating that the Congress government couldn’t
protect the interests of farmers by supplying water to
standing crops, he said the BRS would fight on behalf
of the farming community. He asked farmers not to
worry and be courageous since the BRS would always
be with them.  (FULL REPORT PAGE 5)

Researcher devises mass system to track vitals
YUVRAJ AKULA 
Hyderabad

I
n a breakthrough that
has the potential to re-
shape the landscape of

healthcare monitoring,
Jewel Benny, an under-
graduate researcher with
the International Institute
of Information Technol-
ogy (IIIT)-Hyderabad, has
come up with a non-inva-
sive mass monitoring sys-
tem to measure heart rates
(HR) and breath rates
(BR) using radars. 

The new monitoring
system, based on Fre-
quency Modulated Con-
tinuous Wave (FMCW)
mmWave radar, stands
out for its ability to meas-
ure HR and BR for multi-

ple patients simultane-
ously and with accuracy. 

While the previous
studies that used FMCW
radars to measure HR and
BR focused on single sub-
jects, the research ex-
panded to monitoring the
vitals of multiple subjects.
However, it did not
achieve simultaneous
measurements. 

Benny, an Honours
(BTech ECE) student,
along with Pranjal Maha-
jan, Srayan Chatterjee and
Mohd Wajid, under the
guidance of Prof Abhishek
Srivastava, has come up
with a design that not only
seeks to simultaneously
measure BR/HR of multi-
ple patients but also im-
proved measurement ac-
curacy with its advanced
signal processing 
techniques. 

“Normally, you have
oximeters to check the
health of patients with any
condition that affects
blood oxygen levels such
as pneumonia, heart fail-
ure and so on. But they are
not really useful in mass
monitoring scenarios or

during a pandemic-like
situation. We wanted a
single device that could
measure vitals in a con-
tactless manner and for
multiple people,” 
Benny said.

According to re-
searchers, the new system
can find its application in
hospitals and such places
where mass monitoring of
health vitals is necessary.
Outside of hospitals, too,
unobtrusive monitoring of
vitals could come in handy
in large spaces such as
corporate offices, they
said. The prototype was
built and presented at 
IInvenTiv-2024 — the
Ministry of Education’s
flagship R&D Innovation
Fair. (SEE PAGE 2)

S SANDEEP KUMAR 

RAJANNA SIRCILLA 

Tearing into the Congress
government for its inept, in-
efficient and incompetent
governance, Leader of Op-
position and BRS president
K Chandrashekhar Rao on
Friday demanded that the
government chalk out an ac-
tion plan to lift Godavari
water, enumerate crop loss,
extend a bonus of Rs 500 for
every crop and place orders
for Bathukamma and other
festivals with weavers to
bail them out of crisis.

If the Congress govern-
ment failed to prepare an ac-
tion plan to lift water at
25,000 cusecs flow, the BRS
would reach Medigadda
with 50,000 farmers and
start lifting the water, he
said. Addressing a press
conference here after visit-
ing and interacting with be-
leaguered farmers in the
erstwhile Karimnagar dis-
trict, Chandrashekhar Rao
said that due to the incom-
petence of the Congress
government, 48-50 TMC of
water had drained from
Medigadda into the sea. 

Every day, about 1,500
cusecs were still going
down, he said, adding that
engineers said there were
no proper orders from the
government. “All this is
being done with the sole in-
tention to blame K Chan-
drashekhar Rao,” he said,
going on to list out the fail-
ures of the government in
multiple sectors. 

Coming down heavily on
Congress leaders for asking
weavers to sell condoms
and papad to eke out a liveli-
hood, he asked how respon-
sible leaders could make
such comments. “I demand
that the government clear
arrears of Rs 300 crore
payable to weavers and
place orders with them, fail-
ing which they will be com-
pelled to approach the
court. The BRS will bear the
legal expenses,” he said.

Citing the hardships being
faced by farmers across the
State due to lack of irriga-
tion water and quality
power supply, the BRS pres-
ident said it was much more
than a natural calamity, and
a man-made and govern-
ment-made calamity. 

He further slammed Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy
for failing to address farm-
ers’ issues. (SEE PAGE 2)

(KALESHWARAM: 
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‘Bail out ryots, weavers
or face their wrath’
KCR for action plan to lift Godavari water & enumerate crop loss, among others

Leader of Opposition and BRS president K Chandrashekhar Rao interacting with beleaguered farmers in the erstwhile Karimnagar
district on Friday.

NCERT drops
references to
Babri, Guj riots
Alters mentions of Hindutva  

NEW DELHI

Dropping references to the
demolition of Babri Masjid
in Ayodhya, the killing of
Muslims in the Gujarat riots
and Hindutva, and tweaking
the reference to Manipur’s
merger with India are
among the latest set of revi-
sions made public by the
National Council of Educa-
tional Research and Train-
ing (NCERT) in textbooks.

While the NCERT did
not comment on the topics
being dropped, officials said
the tweaks are part of the
routine update and are not
linked to the development
of new books as per the
New Curriculum Frame-
work (NCF). The changes
have been made in the Po-
litical Science textbooks of
Classes XI and XII.

According to a document
detailing the changes pre-
pared by the curriculum
drafting committee of the
NCERT, the references to
the Ram Janmabhoomi
movement have been
tweaked “as per latest de-
velopment in politics”. 

Chapter 8 on Secularism
in the Class XI textbook ear-
lier said, “More than 1,000
persons, mostly Muslims,
were massacred during the
post-Godhra riots in Gu-
jarat in 2002.” It has been
changed to: “more than
1,000 persons were killed
during the post-Godhra
riots in Gujarat in 2002”.
The NCERT’s rationale be-
hind the change is “in any
riots, people across commu-
nities suffer. It cannot be

just one community”. On
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir,
the earlier textbook stated,
“India claims that this area
is under illegal occupation.
Pakistan describes this area
as Azad Pakistan”. 

The changed version
says, “However, it is the In-
dian territory which is
under illegal occupation of
Pakistan and called Pak-
istan-occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (POJK).” The
NCERT’s rationale behind
the alteration is that the
“change that has been intro-
duced is in complete con-
currence with the latest po-
sition of the Govt of India in
regard to J&K.” 

On Manipur, the earlier
textbook stated, “The Gov-
ernment of India succeeded
in pressuring the Maharaja
into signing a Merger
Agreement in September
1949, without consulting the
popularly elected Legisla-
tive Assembly of Manipur.
This caused a lot of anger
and resentment in Manipur,
the repercussions of which
are still being felt.” 

The changed version
says, “The Government of
India succeeded in persuad-
ing the Maharaja into sign-
ing a Merger Agreement in
September 1949.” PTI

Changes made in
Political Science
textbooks of
Classes XI, XII; not
linked to develop-
ment of new books 

Himanta backs Kangana, says
Netaji was India’s first PM
GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on Fri-
day defended actor-turned-
politician and BJP’s Lok
Sabha candidate Kangana
Ranaut’s assertion that Ne-
taji Subhas Chandra Bose
was the first Prime Minister
of the country. 

Sarma said Netaji had es-
tablished the Azad Hind
government four years be-
fore Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru had become the
Prime Minister, which was
recognised by nine coun-
tries.  “To those mocking
@KanganaTeam — On 21
October 1943, Netaji estab-
lished the Azad Hind Govt,
of which he was the head,

nearly 4 years before Pt
Nehru took oath as Prime
Minister following transfer
of power,” the Chief Minis-
ter posted on X.  “Nine
countries recognised the

Azad Hind Govt as the legit-
imate Government of India.
This subconscious urge to
interpret history on lines of
colonialists is called Ghu-

lami ki Mansikta,” he said. PTI

RBI keeps repo
rate unchanged
MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Friday kept the
benchmark interest rates
unchanged at 6.5 per cent
for the seventh time in a
row and flagged concerns
over food inflation given
IMD’s prediction of above-
normal maximum tempera-
tures from April to June. 

As the RBI has held key
policy rates steady, EMIs on
home and auto loans are
likely to remain stable for
some more time. The cen-
tral bank has kept interest
rates unchanged since Feb-
ruary 2023. While unveiling

the first bi-monthly mone-
tary policy for the current
fiscal, the RBI has retained
its growth and inflation
forecast for the year at 7 per
cent and 4.5 per cent. 

“After a detailed assess-
ment of the evolving macro-
economic and financial de-
velopments and the
outlook, it (MPC) decided
by a 5:1 majority to keep the
policy repo rate unchanged
at 6.50 per cent,” RBI Gov-
ernor Shaktikanta Das said. 

He said MPC would focus
on the withdrawal of ac-
commodation to ensure in-
flation aligns with the 
target. PTI (REPORT PAGE 8)

India can’t
claim island,
says Sri Lanka 
COLOMBO

The statements coming out
of India on “reclaiming”
Kachchatheevu island
from Sri Lanka have “no
ground”, the Sri Lankan
Minister of Fisheries, Dou-
glas Devananda, has said. 

“It is the election time in
India, it is not unusual to
hear such noises of claims
and counterclaims about
Kachchatheevu,” De-
vananda said on Thursday.
“India is acting on its inter-
ests to secure this place to
ensure Sri Lankan fisher-
men would not have any
access to that area,” 
he added. (SEE PAGE 2)

KTR takes jibe at actor, Annamalai
HYDERABAD: BRS working president KT Rama Rao
took a jibe at BJP MP candidates Kangana Ranaut and 
K Annamalai from Coimbatore in Tamil Nadu, after they
called Subhash Chandra Bose as India’s first Prime Min-
ister and Mahatma Gandhi as the Prime Minister of
India, respectively. In a post on X, Rama Rao said, “One
BJP candidate from North says Subhash Chandra Bose
was our first PM!! And another BJP leader from South
says Mahatma Gandhi was our PM!! Where did all these
people graduate from?” His social media post went
viral with many netizens sharing the video clippings of
both the interviews.

Top court stays
Allahabad HC
order junking
Madarsa Act
NEW DELHI

In a breather to about 17
lakh madarsa students, the
Supreme Court on Friday
stayed an order of the Alla-
habad High Court that
scrapped the Uttar Pradesh
Board of Madarsa Educa-
tion Act, 2004 calling it
“unconstitutional” and vi-
olative of the principle of
secularism. Observing that
the issues raised in the pe-
titions merit closer reflec-
tion, a three-judge Bench
headed by Chief Justice DY
Chandrachud issued no-
tices to the Centre and UP
government. PTI

Jewel Benny, undergraduate
researcher at IIIT-H. 

GENEVA 

India has voted in favour of
the UN Human Rights
Council’s Resolution, sup-
porting the “right to self-de-
termination for Palestinian
people”, whereas it ab-
stained from voting on the
resolution on the “human
rights situation in the Occu-
pied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem,
and the obligation to ensure
accountability and justice”. 

The UNHRC on Thurs-
day adopted a resolution on
the human rights situation
in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East
Jerusalem, and the obliga-
tion to ensure accountabil-
ity and justice.  A total of 13
countries abstained from

voting, whereas 28 sup-
ported it and six voted
against the resolution. India
abstained from voting for
the resolution, along with
France, the Dominican Re-
public and Japan. 

Meanwhile, countries
that voted in favour of the
resolution included
Bangladesh, Brazil, China,
Indonesia, Kazakhstan, the
Maldives, Qatar and South
Africa, among others. ANI

UNHRC: India votes for Palestine

Pro-Palestinian protesters take part in a demonstration on 
Al Quds Day in London on Friday. — Photo: AP  (REPORTS PAGE 9)


