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Hyd US consulate screens 1,500

applicants on ‘Super Saturday’
CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

T
he US Consulate
Team in Hyder-
abad marked a

bustling ‘Super Saturday’
as they swung open 
their doors over the
weekend to address the
surge in demand for visi-
tor visas. 

A whopping 1,500 appli-
cants underwent visa in-
terviews on Saturday, all
geared up to journey to

the United States for pur-
poses ranging from busi-
ness ventures to tourism
or reuniting with family.

Escalating interest
The US Consul General in
Hyderabad, Jennifer Lar-
son, personally joined the
team to lend a hand in the
verification process. The
‘Super Saturday’ initiative
has been a recurrent
event since 2022, de-
signed strategically to
streamline the visa appli-

cation process and ac-
commodate the escalating
interest from the Indian
populace in travelling to
the United States.

US Consul General in
Hyderabad, Jennifer Lar-
son shared on social
media, “It’s #SuperSatur-
day again at the Con-
sulate! Happy to pitch 
in helping meet demand
for visitor visas. And
great meeting so many
wonderful people along
the way!”

Campaign hits peak
So far, four incidents reported
this month across State

BENGALURU: Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Saturday said big and powerful people in
India and abroad have joined hands to remove
him from power. Addressing a mega public
meeting in Chikkaballapura, near here, he said,
“Mothers and sisters have come in a large num-
ber here. Your struggle and the challenges you
face to nurture your family, Modi has seen this
in his house. These days, big and powerful peo-
ple in the country and abroad have united to re-
move Modi.” “But, because of Nari Shakti and
Maatru Shakti’s blessings and Suraksha kavach
(safety armour), Modi is able to move on fight-
ing challenges.” 

“Serving mothers, sisters and daughters and
protecting them is Modi’s priority,” he said, list-
ing out measures taken by his government for
women’s welfare in ten years like supporting
their Self Help Groups and creating ‘Lakhpati
Didis’. The Prime Minister said the first phase of
voting for Lok Sabha on Friday has gone in
favour of NDA and ‘Viksit Bharat’. Targeting the
I.N.D.I.A bloc, he said the opposition alliance
doesn’t have a leader at present, and has no vi-
sion for future, and “their history was of scams.”
He also praised JD(S) patriarch HD Deve Gowda
who shared the stage with him. PTI

Powerful people
united against me

BHAGALPUR: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
on Saturday charged the BJP-RSS combine and a
handful of billionaires with posing a threat to
democracy and the country’s Constitution, to
which “Dalits, tribals and the poor owe all that
they have”. Addressing an election rally at Bha-
galpur, his first in Bihar, Gandhi also drew a con-
trast with the previous UPA government headed
by his party, claiming the amount of debt written
off under the Narendra Modi regime was “25
times the farmers’ loans we had waived”. 

“The country has 22 individuals who own
wealth that is equivalent to the holdings of 70
crore people. There are 70 crore people in the
country who are surviving on less than Rs 100 a
day,” claimed Gandhi. He claimed that “Modi
waived debts, of not more than 25 people, which
amounts to about Rs 16 lakh crore”.  “Do you re-
alise it is 25 times the amount of farmers’ loans
we had waived? It may also be seen as equivalent
to 25 years’ outlay for MGNREGA,” he said. 

The MGNREGA is aimed at enhancing the
livelihood security of households in rural areas
by providing at least 100 days of guaranteed
wage employment. The I.N.D.I.A bloc, led by the
Congress, is committed to “distributing the
wealth among the poor people”, Gandhi said. PTI

Modi cares only
for super rich

MALDA: West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Saturday alleged that the Election
Commission of India chalked out seven-phase
polls to enable Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and his Cabinet colleagues to carry out extensive
campaigning using the nation’s resources. Ad-
dressing a public meeting at Gajol in Malda dis-
trict in support of Maldaha Uttar TMC candidate
Prasun Banerjee, a former IPS officer, Mamata
Banerjee, the party supremo, said polls have
been scheduled from April 19 to June 1 so that
Modi and his Cabinet colleagues can travel on
special planes across the country before every
phase to “overwhelm the Opposition”.

“On earlier occasions, elections used to be
over by May but this year, it has been extended
till June 1 to enable Modi to visit various places
on military planes, while we are made to arrange
for our own transport, including helicopters,
which are also being booked by BJP leaders so
that we get little space,” she alleged. Banerjee al-
leged that though the Union Council of Minis-
ters led by Narendra Modi is a caretaker Cabinet
after the announcement of elections and the EC
is in charge of running the administrative ma-
chinery, the poll body is “toeing the line dictated
by Modi and his party colleagues”. PTI

EC assisting BJP
in campaigning 

Food poisoning
rampant in
welfare hostels

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

The safety and welfare of
students appear to be in
jeopardy in the State’s gu-
rukuls and welfare hostels,
with an increasing number
of food poisoning inci-
dents. Four incidents have
been reported in April so
far. The latest incident at a
Kasturba Gandhi Balika
Vidyalaya hostel in Narsa-
pur mandal centre of Nir-
mal came just three days
after a similar incident in a
social welfare hostel in
Bhongir led to the death of
a Class 7 student.

On Friday, 20 students in
a social welfare boys hostel
in Sultanabad of Peddapalli
complained of vomiting
and diarrhea and were ad-
mitted to the Sultanabad
Government Hospital. The
students were served
bonda in the hostel on
Thursday evening. 

(SEE PAGE 2)

11 students
fall ill in
Narsapur 
NIRMAL: Eleven stu-
dents of the Kasturba
Gandhi Balika
Vidyalaya fell ill after
consuming allegedly
stale food for supper
at their hostel in
Narsapur on Friday.
This was the second
such incident in the
same institution
within three weeks.

KGBV in-charge spe-
cial officer Vanitha
said 11 students com-
plained of stomach
pain and diarrhea after
dinner at 10 pm. While
three students were
admitted to a hospital
in Nirmal, seven stu-
dents were sent home
as per the request of
their parents.   

(SEE PAGES 2, 4)

Rains ravage Yasangi crop
STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Untimely rains and hail-
storms wreaked havoc on
the Yasangi operations in
several districts in the State
over the last two days, once
again bringing farmers to
their knees. Yasangi crop in
over 2,000 acres was dam-
aged, according to prelimi-
nary estimates from the
Agriculture Department. 

Though the thunder-
showers could bring much-
needed respite to the gen-
eral public from the heat
wave conditions that pre-
vailed all over the State,
farmers have had to pay a
big price.

The rain ravage is said to
be extensive in the districts
of Nizamabad, Kamareddy,
Rajanna Sircilla, Nalgonda
and Rangareddy. The hail-
storms left a trail of destruc-
tion not only on paddy but
on mango crops as well. The
Agriculture Department di-
rected the officials of the re-
spective districts to take

stock of the rain-ravage.
The paddy farmers, who

moved their harvest from
the farms to the road point

for drying up paddy before
shifting to the purchase cen-
tres, were hit badly. The
stocks were either exposed

to heavy rain or washed
away. Farmers struggled to
protect paddy stocks from
downpour. (SEE PAGES 2, 4)

Doordarshan logo turns ‘saffron’
NEW DELHI

National broadcaster Door-
darshan has changed the
colour of its historic flagship
logo from red to saffron. 

The announcement was
made through the official X
handle of DD News, which
in a post, said, “While our
values remain the same, we
are now available in a new
avatar.” “Get ready for a
news journey like never be-

fore.. Experience
the all-new DD
News!” it added.

Defending the
national broad-
caster’s move,
Prasar Bharti CEO,
Gaurav Dwivedi,
said that the new logo is a
catchy orange colour. This
is a change of visual aes-
thetic. 

“The colour is orange, not
saffron,” he asserted. “It is

not just the logo
that we have
changed, the en-
tire look and feel
has been up-
graded,” he said.

Meanwhile, the
move sparked off

a political row. West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee dubbed it as an at-
tempt at “saffronisation” of
Doordarshan during elec-
tions. (SEE PAGE 2)

RECENT INCIDENTS
DATE: NO. OF STUDENTS TAKEN ILL

APRIL 20 11 girls of KGBV Narsapur 

APRIL 19 25 students of Sultanabad Social Welfare Boys’ Hostel  

APRIL 11 29 students of Social Welfare Ashram School Bhongir, 
one dies on April 17

APRIL 3 25 students of KGBV Narsapur 

MARCH 22 5 students of TSWREIS (Girls) Jangaon  

JANUARY 76 students of Mudhole Social Welfare Gurukul College

Paddy stored at a purchasing centre soaked due to unseasonal rains, at Akula Kondur in 
Nizamabad district on Saturday.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a public
meeting in Bengaluru. — Photo: PTI

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi addresses an election
campaign rally in Bhagalpur. — Photo: PTI

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee at a
public meeting at Gajol in Malda district.  — Photo: PTI

Cong workers
beat BRS cadre
to death
STATE BUREAU
Sangareddy

A BRS worker was beaten
to death by Congress work-
ers in Singar Boguda vil-
lage of Sirgapur mandal on
Saturday. Vadithya Srini-
vas, (22), reportedly had
some argument with Con-
gress leaders over the lay-
ing of a new road in the vil-
lage. On the same issue,
they had sat down before
the villagers to sort out the
issue when the Congress
workers attacked him with
sticks. (SEE PAGE 2)


