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Heavy rains
drench Hyd 
HYDERABAD: A mas-
sive downpour accom-
panied by thunder-
storms lashed
Hyderabad, causing
widespread flooding
and disruption across
the city.  (REPORT PAGE 3)

BRS takes to streets 
for paddy farmers

Downpour wreaks havoc in State

Demands Rs 500 bonus per quintal as promised by Cong during Assembly polls 

STATE BUREAU

HYDERABAD

Protests erupted across
Telangana with the Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) tak-
ing to the streets and staging
blockades, demanding that
the State government pay a
bonus of Rs 500 per quintal
to farmers for paddy, irre-
spective of varieties, as
promised by the Congress
during the Assembly polls. 

The BRS cadre staged
demonstrations in all As-
sembly constituencies fol-
lowing a call given by party
president and former Chief
Minister K Chandrashekhar
Rao. Protestors, led by serv-
ing and former elected rep-
resentatives, including
MLAs and MLCs of the BRS,
blocked roads and raised
slogans against the anti-
farmer decisions of the Con-
gress government. 

They highlighted its fail-
ure to procure paddy at
Minimum Support Price
(MSP) and alleged that the
Congress came to power by
making promises but took a

U-turn by giving the bonus
to only fine-rice varieties.

Former Ministers P
Sabitha Indra Reddy, Ch
Malla Reddy, S Niranjan
Reddy, G Jagadish Reddy,
Gangula Kamalakar and oth-
ers participated in the
protests along with the party
cadre and farmers. They
wore black badges and took

out rallies in several places.
The BRS legislators said
Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy was betraying farm-
ers by restricting the bonus
to only fine-rice varieties.
They demanded that the
government procure paddy
at MSP and also pay a bonus
of Rs 500 per quintal for
both fine- and coarse-rice

varieties. “Due to the delay
in paddy procurement, un-
seasonal rains damaged har-
vested crops in several
places. The State govern-
ment must compensate by
procuring the soaked paddy
and accept it notwithstand-
ing the humidity levels,”
they said. Later, they sub-
mitted representations to

the local revenue and agri-
culture officials.

Chandrashekhar Rao had
on Wednesday flayed the
Congress government for
reneging on its promise to
provide a bonus of Rs 500
per quintal to all paddy
farmers. He slammed the
Chief Minister for taking a
U-turn and making the
bonus applicable to only
fine-rice varieties, betraying
farmers’ trust.

Criticising the Congress
for exploiting farmers for
political gains, he said 90 per
cent of farmers in Telangana
cultivate coarse rice during
Yasangi. “If this restriction
had been announced before
the elections, people would
have taught the Congress a
lesson. Now that the elec-
tions are over, the Congress
has returned to its deceitful
ways,” he said. The BRS de-
manded that the govern-
ment expedite procurement
and initiate measures to pro-
cure paddy without remov-
ing wastage of 3-3.5 kg per
quintal, to ensure justice to
farmers for their produce.

BRS cadre block a road during the State-wide protest, in Mahabubnagar on Thursday.

Bail for Kejri:
No exception
made, says SC
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday steered clear of
the political talk about it
having made an exception
for Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal in granting
him interim bail for cam-
paigning in the Lok Sabha
polls but said “critical
analysis of the judgement is
welcome”. 

A Bench of Justices Sanjiv
Khanna and Dipankar Datta
refused to consider claims
and counterclaims by advo-
cates for the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) and Kejri-
wal on statements related to
the grant of interim bail to
the AAP national convenor.
“We have not made any ex-
ception for anybody. We
said in our order what we
felt was justified,” it said. 

Appearing for the ED, So-
licitor General Tushar
Mehta objected to Kejri-
wal’s speeches in poll rallies
that if people voted for
AAP, he would not have to
go back to prison on June 2.
“It is his assumption, we
cannot say anything,” the
Bench told Mehta. It added,
“Our order is very clear
about when he has to sur-

render. It is the order of the
Supreme Court. The rule of
law shall be governed by
this order.” Mehta alleged
that Kejriwal violated the
bail condition by his asser-
tion. “What is he trying to
imply? It is like a slap on the
institution,” he said. 

(SEE PAGE 2)

A woman motorist wades through knee-deep water after passersby helped her with her two-wheeler, which got stuck on a flooded road 
in Himayatnagar, after heavy rain lashed Hyderabad on Thursday. — Photo: Anand Dharmana

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

After a short gap, rains
lashed several parts of
Telangana on Thursday
evening, resulting in consid-
erable respite from the
sweltering heat. 

While two persons were
struck dead by lightning in
Rajanna-Sircilla district,
large trees were uprooted at

different places due to
strong winds. Widespread
crop damage was also re-
ported in several areas,
apart from disruption in
power supply and other
rain-related damage.  

Apart from Hyderabad,
rains were reported in Med-
chal-Malkajgiri, Ran-
gareddy, Mahabubnagar,
Siddipet, Rajanna Sircilla
and other districts. Exclud-

ing the State capital, among
all districts, Medchal-
Malkajgiri recorded the
highest rainfall of 28.3 mm
till 7 pm, followed by Ran-
gareddy, which received 
11.7 mm and Mahabubnagar
11.1 mm. 

Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy directed officials to
stay alert and ensure there
was no inconvenience to
people. (SEE PAGE 2)
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Hyd eateries found
selling expired food 
CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 

The Food Safety and Stan-
dards Authority of India
(FSSAI) Task Force team
conducted inspections at
multiple food establish-
ments in Jubilee Hills on
Wednesday and found vio-
lations ranging from ex-
pired food products to stor-
ing meat and vegetarian
products together. 

At 36 Downtown Brew
Pub in Jubilee Hills, expired

food articles such as Sneha
Chicken, Done’s Button
Mushroom, Hoisin Sauce
and Knorr Chicken Saucing
Powder worth Rs 4,000
were discarded. 

Semi-prepared food arti-
cles, which were stored in-
side refrigerator without
proper labels, were also
found in the bar’s kitchen.
Further, dustbins were
found open without lids and
there were no medical fit-
ness certificates for food
handlers. (SEE PAGE 2)

‘Side effects seen in
30% Covaxin takers’ 
NEW DELHI

Nearly one-third of the in-
dividuals, who received
Bharat Biotech’s anti-Covid
vaccine Covaxin, reported
‘adverse events of special
interest’ (AESI), according
to a one-year follow-up
study conducted by a team
of researchers at BHU. 

Nearly 50 per cent of 926
participants in the study
complained of infections
during the follow-up pe-
riod, predominated by viral

upper respiratory tract in-
fections. Serious AESI,
which included stroke and
Guillain-Barre syndrome,
was reported in one per
cent of individuals, the
study, which looked at the
long-term safety of the
BBV152 vaccine in adoles-
cents and adults, claimed. 

Meanwhile, Bharat
Biotech, in a statement, said
several studies on Covaxin
have demonstrated an 
excellent safety track
record. (SEE PAGES 2, 5)

ED to file
prosecution
complaint
NEW DELHI: The ED on
Thursday told the SC it
will soon file a prosecu-
tion complaint against
Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and the
AAP in the money laun-
dering case. Appearing
for the ED, Additional
Solicitor General SV
Raju told a Bench of
Justices Sanjiv Khanna
and Dipankar Datta,
“We are proposing to
file the prosecution
complaint (charge
sheet) against Kejriwal
and AAP. We will do it
shortly. It is in the
pipeline.” PTI 
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