
NEW DELHI

Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi launched a no-
holds-barred attack on the
BJP in the Lok Sabha on
Monday, saying the leaders
of the ruling party are not
Hindus as they engage in
“violence and hate” round
the clock, drawing massive
protests from the treasury
benches, with Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi accusing
the Congress leader of call-
ing the entire Hindu com-
munity violent. 

Gandhi, however, hit back
at Modi, saying he was
speaking about the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and neither the ruling party
nor the Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS) nor Modi
represents the entire Hindu
society. 

Besides Modi, who inter-
vened twice, at least five
Cabinet Ministers also in-
terjected during Gandhi’s
speech that lasted for about
an hour and 40 minutes,
with Home Minister Amit
Shah demanding his apol-
ogy for painting the Hindu
community as violent. “It is

not just one religion that
talks about courage. In fact,
all our religions talk about
courage,” Gandhi said in his
debut speech as the Leader
of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha that was watched by
his mother Sonia Gandhi
and sister Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra from the visitors’
gallery. 

As the treasury-bench
members stood up in
protest, Gandhi slammed
the BJP, saying, “Aap Hindu
ho hi nahi (You are not Hin-

dus). It is clearly written in
Hinduism that one should
stand with the truth and not
back down from the truth or
be scared of it,” he said. In-
tervening during his speech,
Modi said, “This issue is
very serious. Calling the en-
tire Hindu community vio-
lent is a serious issue.”
Gandhi said he is talking
about the BJP and the ruling
party is not the sole repre-
sentative of Hinduism.  “Ye
theka nahi hai BJP ka,” he
said.  PTI
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Australia doubles
student visa fee
MELBOURNE: Australia
has more than doubled
the cost of student visa
fee for international stu-
dents from $710 to
$1,600, a move which
will impact lakhs of In-
dian students. The move
triggered outrage from
student representatives
who say that the price
hike will drive potential
students to competitors,
ABC News reported on
Monday. From July 1, the
international student
visa fee has risen to
$1,600 from $710. PTI

Another man killed
in WB mob attack
KOLKATA: A man was
beaten to death alleg -
edly by a mob in West
Bengal’s Hooghly district
on Monday, making it
the fourth such incident
in the State in less than a
week. While the first
such case came to light
on June 28, two more
fatal assaults were re-
ported on June 29 and
30. The victim was iden-
tified as Biswajit Manna,
a resident of Naita Mal-
paharpur in Tarakeswar
area of Hooghly district,
they said. PTI

Modi to address
NDA meet today
NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi is
expected to address the
National Democratic Al-
liance’s (NDA) parlia-
mentary party meeting
on Tuesday, in what will
be his first speech to the
MPs of the ruling bloc
during the first session
of Parliament since he
assumed office for a
third term. Sources said
all members of the BJP
and its allies have been
notified about Tuesday’s
meeting and asked to at-
tend it. PTI

Civils services
prelims result out
NEW DELHI: The results
of the civil services (pre-
liminary) examination,
2024, conducted by the
UPSC, was declared on
Monday. The exam was
held on June 16. Candi-
dates were also in-
formed that marks, cut
off marks and answer
keys of the exam will be
uploaded on the UPSC's
website only after the
entire process of the civil
services examination is
over i.e. after declaration
of final result. PTI
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The unexpected shutdown
of the Bhadradri Thermal
Power Station (BTPS) due
to a lightning strike and a
boiler tube leak in Kothagu-
dem Thermal Power Station
(KTPS) in Paloncha of Koth-
agudem district is likely to
result in a shortage of power
in the State. Due to the shut-
down of the two plants, the
generation of about 1,320
megawatts of power has
stopped.

According to Energy De-
partment officials, there was
a huge shortfall in the sup-
ply to the State grid due to
the disruption in production
in these two plants in Koth-
agudem district. In KTPS, an
800 MW unit was not func-
tioning due to a boiler tube
leak, and another 250 MW
unit was under annual main-
tenance. Similarly, at the
BTPS plant, a 270 MW unit
was damaged due to a light-
ning strike. The generation
of 1,320 MW of power has
come to a standstill, affect-

ing the daily power supply
in the State. According to of-
ficials, over 4,000 MW of
power was supplied per day
to the Genco grid in the
State through thermal
power plants. Since power
generation in these two
power plant units had
stopped due to technical

reasons and lightning,
Genco has to look for alter-
native sources to meet the
power demand of the State. 

According to TGGenco
Director (Thermal) Laksh-
maiah, the BTPS plant’s unit
was expected to take two
months to be restored. The
unit suffered a loss of around

Rs 25 crore due to lightning.
The generator transformer,
which was hit by lightning,
will be repaired in collabora-
tion with Bharat Heavy Elec-
tricals Limited. There was
80 litres of oil inside the
transformer when lightning
hit the transformer, officials
said. (SEE PAGE 2)

Telangana stares at 
power shortage

‘Make six
MLAs resign
and face polls’

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Tearing into the Congress
for encouraging defections
against its manifesto, BRS
working president KT
Rama Rao challenged Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy
to get all six MLAs who de-
fected from the BRS to Con-
gress to resign and face
elections. He also said the
BRS would not be weak-
ened by the defections of a
few leaders because lakhs of
cadre still remained loyal.

Addressing BRS party
workers at Jagtial, he said
the people of Telangana
would own up to the re-
sponsibility of ensuring that
the six MLAs were defeated
and seal their political
grave, he said.  

Reminding Revanth
Reddy of his own com-
ments while he was in the
opposition that there would
be no defections if the Con-
gress came to power, he

also recalled the former’s
statement that defectors
should be stoned and asked
who should face the peo-
ple’s wrath in the current
scenario.“Should it be Re-
vanth Reddy, the defectors
from BRS, or Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi?” he asked.
Stressing that Rahul Gandhi
had in the past demanded
that if an elected represen-
tative switches parties, their
membership should be au-
tomatically cancelled, he
pointed out that the Con-
gress had assured the same
in its manifesto. (SEE PAGE 2)

Lightning strikes Bhadradri plant, boiler tube leaks at KTPS

Despite differences, India is one: Bhagwat 
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BILL PAYMENTS
VIA UPI APPS
TAKE A HIT
HYDERABAD: Electric-
ity consumers in the
State will not be able
to pay their bills
through third party
apps such as PhonePe,
Google Pay, Paytm,
Amazon Pay and oth-
ers from Monday as
banks have stopped
accepting electricity
bills of the Telangana
State Southern Power
Distribution Company
Limited (TGSPDCL)
through such apps.

(REPORT PAGE 5)

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Even as the buzz over a
possible Cabinet expan-
sion continued, Chief Min-
ister A Revanth Reddy met
Governor CP Radhakrish-
nan here on Monday. How-
ever, officials said the visit
was to discuss the forth-
coming Budget session,
among other issues.

It is learnt that the Chief
Minister also discussed the
new Bills that were likely
to be introduced during the
Budget session. This apart,
the appointment of MLCs
in the Governor’s quota
was also discussed, sources
said, not divulging whether
the Cabinet expansion was
discussed. Revanth visited
Delhi last week and is
learned to have discussed
Cabinet expansion with
AICC leadership. (SEE PAGE 2)

Aap Hindu ho hi nahi, Rahul
to BJP MPs; party hits back 

KTR challenges Revanth, says

Cong encouraging defections

The leaders of ruling party
are not Hindus as they

engage in violence and hate
round-the-clock. Neither the
ruling party nor RSS nor Modi
represent entire Hindu society

— RAHUL GANDHI, LEADER OF OPPOSITION

By saying that Hindus
commit violence, lie and

spread hatred, Rahul Gandhi has
insulted crores of Hindus and he
should apologise for making the
comment

— AMIT SHAH, UNION HOME MINISTER

GHAZIPUR 

Despite its differences, India
has functioned as one nation
for thousands of years and
this unity was apparent
whenever it faced attacks
from Pakistan or China, RSS
chief Mohan Bhagwat said
at the launch of a book on
war hero Abdul Hamid. 

The event was held at
Ghazipur’s Dhamapur vil-
lage, where Hamid was
born. The soldier was

posthumously bestowed
with the Param Vir Chakra
for his bravery during the
India-Pakistan war in 1965.

The Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh leader said what-

ever might appear from the
ouside, “love and devotion
for the country is prevalent
everywhere”. “Despite all
the differences, India has
been functioning as one

country for thousands of
years, and we are one coun-
try and one society,” he said.

Speaking after the book
launch, he said this unity in
diversity was visible during
the times of attack by China
and Pakistan’s aggression.
“Love and devotion towards
the motherland is prevalent
everywhere in the country,”
he said, as he hailed person-
alities like Hamid. Abdul
Hamid’s son Jainul Hassan
was also present. PTI

NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Monday said that
justice would be delivered
up to the level of the
Supreme Court in all cases
within three years of the
registration of an FIR under
the new criminal laws. 

Addressing a press con-
ference after the new crimi-
nal laws were implemented,
Shah expressed hope for a
reduction of crime in future
as 90 per cent of convictions
were expected under the
new laws.

The Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita (BNS), Bharatiya Na-
garik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS) and the Bharatiya
Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA)
came into effect on Monday.
The new laws replaced the
British-era IPC, CrPC and
the Indian Evidence Act, re-
spectively. “Justice can be
received up to the level of
the Supreme Court within
three years of the registra-
tion of the FIR,” he said. The
Home Minister said that
with the implementation of
the three criminal laws,
India would have the most

modern criminal justice sys-
tem in the world.

“The new laws brought in
a modern justice system, in-
corporating provisions such
as Zero FIR, online registra-
tion of police complaints,
summonses through elec-
tronic modes such as SMS
and mandatory videography
of crime scenes for all
heinous crimes,” he said.
Shah said the first case
under the new laws was
about a motorcycle theft
registered in Gwalior at 10
minutes past midnight. 

(RELATED REPORTS PAGE 7)

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

The first FIR under the
new criminal law Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, 2023,
(BNS), which replaces the
Indian Penal Code (IPC),
was registered against two
bikers for driving without
number plates by the
Charminar police. The
case was registered under
281 BNS and the Motor Ve-
hicle Act, and the vehicles
were also seized. Notices
were served. (REPORT PAGE 3)

Whatever might appear from the ouside,
love and devotion for the country is
prevalent everywhere 

— MOHAN BHAGWAT, RSS CHIEF 

Tension at Gandhi Hospital, Palla arrested
CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

Tension prevailed at
Gandhi Hospital on Mon-
day as job aspirants, mem-
bers of various student or-
ganisations, and BRS
leaders, including Palla Ra-
jeshwar Reddy, tried to
meet Motilal Naik, the job
aspirant who has been on
hunger strike for the last
eight days demanding the
Congress government to
fulfil its election assur-
ances, including enhance-
ment of Group-II and III
vacancies, and 1:100 selec-
tion for Group-I Mains.

The Jangaon BRS MLA,
Palla Rajeshwar Reddy,
was addressing the media
near Gandhi Hospital
when Hyderabad Police
used force to take him
along with Rakesh Reddy
into custody. (SEE PAGE 2)

KTR condemns police
excesses on unemployed youth
STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad 

Condemning the police
lathi-charge on unem-
ployed youth and BRS lead-
ers at Gandhi Hospital, BRS
working president KT
Rama Rao criticised the
State government’s han-
dling of the situation.

Calling the lathi-charge a
police excess on unem-
ployed youth who had
reached the hospital to sup-
port Motilal Naik, Rama
Rao said this was an abuse
of power. Questioning why
unemployed youth did not
have the right to protest and
visit individuals advocating
for their rights, the BRS

working president pointed
out the undemocratic na-
ture of the police action.

He also expressed dis-
pleasure over the arrest of
several BRS party leaders,
including MLA Palla Ra-
jeshwar Reddy, party stu-
dent wing leader Gellu
Srinivas Yadav, senior party
leader Rakesh Reddy and
others. The leaders were ar-
rested when they went to
meet Naik. Rama Rao said
the State government’s ac-
tions were a clear indication
of its undemocratic attitude,
aiming to suppress the legit-
imate demands and peace-
ful protests of unemployed
youth demanding jobs.

(SEE PAGE 2)

Jangaon BRS MLA Palla Rajeshwar Reddy being taken into custody near Gandhi Hospital in
Hyderabad on Monday. Later, the BRS MLA and other leaders were let off. 

STATE BUREAU
Nagarkurnool

A woman and her three
children died on the spot
when the roof of their
house collapsed at Vanap-
atla village on early Mon-
day. The woman’s hus-
band, G Bhaskar, sustained
severe injuries in the inci-
dent. The deceased were
identified as Padma (28),
Pappy (6), Vasantha (7),
and Vicky (1). Due to
overnight rains, the roof
collapsed, killing Padma
and the children on the
spot. A case was registered.

4 of family killed
in roof collapse

NEW DELHI

A court here on Monday
sentenced activist Medha
Patkar to five months sim-
ple imprisonment in a 23-
year-old defamation case
lodged against her by Delhi
Lieutenant Governor VK
Saxena when he headed an
NGO in Gujarat. 

Metropolitan Magistrate
Raghav Sharma also im-
posed a fine of Rs 10 lakh on
Patkar. The court sen-
tenced Patkar after consid-
ering the evidence before it
and the fact that the case
went on for over two
decades. PTI

5-month jail for
Medha Patkar 

KT Rama Rao


