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NATURE’S WONDER

The Northern Lights, also known as aurora borealis, seen over The Kissing Trees near Kinghorn in Fife, Scotland, on Friday. — Photo: AP
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IN HYDERABAD

2 Agniveers killed
in firing exercise
NASHIK: Two Agniveers
were killed during a field
firing exercise in Maha-
rashtra, an official said
on Friday, adding the
Army has initiated a
court of inquiry to deter-
mine the cause of the 
accident. Gunner Gohil
Vishvarajsinh (20) and
Gunner Saikat (21) from
the Artillery Centre Hy-
derabad died during the
exercise at the Deolali
Field Firing Ranges in
Nashik district. A team
of Agniveers was firing a
field gun when one of
the shells exploded. The
duo sustained injuries
and were taken to mili-
tary hospital, Deolali. PTI

Trial flight lands 
in NMIAL
MUMBAI: The Navi
Mumbai International
Airport Ltd (NMIAL) suc-
cessfully conducted the
trial landing of an air-
craft with the touch-
down of an Airbus C-295
plane on Friday. The In-
dian Air Force transport
carrier C-295 landed at
the Southern runway 26
at 12.14 pm, and was ac-
corded the ceremonial
water cannon salute.
This was followed by a
flypast by a Sukhoi-30
fighter jet. The inaugural
landing is not just a sym-
bolic gesture but a crit-
ical milestone in the air-
port’s journey from
construction to opera-
tions, NMIAL said. PTI
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State revenue officials 
to turn all-powerful 
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HYDERABAD

The Congress government
plans to enforce the pro-
posed Record of Rights
(RoR) Act, 2024, commenc-
ing next month, promising
sweeping reforms in Telan-
gana’s land and revenue ad-
ministration. 

On paper, it aims to
streamline processes, sim-
plify land record corrections
and prevent fraud. How-
ever, a closer examination
reveals significant concerns,
particularly its potential to
revive a deeply flawed rev-
enue system, giving undue
power in the hands of rev-
enue officers and placing cit-
izens, especially farmers, at
their mercy.

One of the central criti-
cisms is the reintroduction
of a system that grants con-
siderable authority to rev-
enue officers. A majority of
the provisions in the pro-
posed Act mandate revenue
administration mechanism
at the village level, which is
likely to require the State
government to revive the
Village Revenue Officers

(VROs) system, which was
abolished by the previous
BRS government to prevent
corruption and irregulari-
ties.

Under the new law, tahsil-
dars and revenue officers
will have the power to uni-
laterally make decisions on
land ownership based solely
on possession, without ade-
quate judicial oversight.

This opens the door to wide-
spread misuse and corrup-
tion, as decisions on land
records could be manipu-
lated to favour certain par-
ties, thereby undermining
the very transparency the
law claims to promote.

One major issue is Section
4(6), which allows tahsildars
and RDOs to alter land
records based on possession
claims. Experts warn that
this provision could lead to

fraudulent changes, with
minimal accountability and
limited options for appeals,
leaving farmers vulnerable
to arbitrary decisions. “This
unchecked power could
lead to widespread corrup-
tion, as it shifts decision-
making powers from courts
to individual officers, with
limited accountability,” ob-
served a retired revenue of-

ficer and consultant, adding
that the lack of efficient re-
course makes the situation
worse for landowners.

Moreover, the proposal to
allow unregistered transac-
tions, or saadabainama, to be
regularised (Section 6)
poses a significant risk. Ex-
perts believe this could en-
courage the misuse of land
records, as it has done in the
past, leading to disputes and
loss of government revenue

through unpaid registration
fees and stamp duties. “The
potential for fraud here is
enormous, and it’s a step
back from efforts to clean up
the system,” said another ex-
pert. The proposed law also
neglects crucial safeguards
such as the Land Appellate
Tribunals (LAT), which
were promised by the Con-
gress in their manifesto.

Without an independent tri-
bunal to handle land dis-
putes, farmers are left with
no recourse but to approach
senior officials for resolu-
tion — a practically impossi-
ble task for many rural
landowners, thereby rein-
stating their dependence on
a corrupt and inefficient
local administration.

Additionally, by scrap-
ping the existing Dharani
portal — introduced by the

previous BRS government
to integrate digital land
records — the Congress
government is effectively
undoing reforms that aimed
at eliminating bureaucratic
red tape. While the Dharani
portal had its flaws, replac-
ing it with the Bhumata por-
tal doesn’t guarantee solu-
tions. Instead, it risks
creating more confusion and
technical glitches that could
further delay justice for
landowners.

The proposed law may
bring back the worst of the
old revenue system, making
farmers vulnerable to ex-
ploitation. While packaged
as a reform, the RoR Act
2024 risks reversing years of
progress made in land trans-
parency, placing Telan-
gana’s citizens — particu-
larly farmers — at the mercy
of a corrupt and inefficient
revenue bureaucracy once
again.

For Telangana’s rural
population, this proposed
legislation could be a step
backward, reintroducing an
outdated system that is
poised to create more prob-
lems than it solves.

New Record of Rights Act poses threat of reviving old, flawed revenue system

Worried for
Indians in 
W Asia: MEA
NEW DELHI/UNITED NATIONS

India on Friday said it was
“concerned” at the “deteri-
orating” security situation
in parts of West Asia, amid
reports that UN peacekeep-
ers have been caught in the
intensified fighting in south-
ern Lebanon.

The UN peacekeeping
base in Lebanon came
under fire from Is-
raeli forces but In-
dian peacekeepers
there are reported
safe. However,
two Indonesian
peacekeepers at
the base, the UN
Interim Force at
the Lebanon
(UNIFIL) head-
quarters in
Naqoura, were in-
jured on Thursday
when an Israeli
tank fired at an observation
tower directly hitting it,
Farhan Haq, the spokesper-
son for Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres said. 

In a statement, the Min-
istry of External Affairs also
said New Delhi continues to
monitor the situation
closely. “We are concerned

at the deteriorating security
situation along the Blue
Line. We are monitoring the
situation closely,” it said.
“Inviolability of UN prem-
ises must be respected by
all, and appropriate meas-
ures taken to ensure the
safety of UN peacekeepers
and the sanctity of their
mandate,” MEA said. 

Israel is on an increas-
ingly intense
ground offensive
against Hezbollah
and the UNIFIL
peacekeepers sta-
tioned on the
Lebanese side
along the so-called
Blue Line that di-
vides Israel from
Lebanon and Syria
are caught in the
conflict. Israel
asked UNIFIL to
vacate some of its

bases, but the peacekeepers
have so far remained in po-
sitions as mandated by the
Security Council. India has
contributed about 900
peacekeepers to the opera-
tion and they are spread
across several UNIFIL posi-
tions, with Naqoura being
one of them. AGENCIES
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Two LI projects suffer
major infra damage
STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

The recent submergence of
the Vattem pump house
under the Palamuru Ran-
gareddy Lift Irrigation
Scheme (PRLIS) and the
Bhakta Ramadasu Lift Irri-
gation Scheme pump house
at Palair on the NSP Left
Canal System resulted in a
significant loss estimated at
Rs 700 crore. 

The twin projects have
suffered extensive infra-
structural damage, pushing
the already cash-strapped
Irrigation Department into a
severe financial crisis.

The State government
has responded by releasing
Rs 60 crore to address im-
mediate needs and maintain
the PRLIS, where work has
been stalled since last De-
cember. This fund is aimed
at jumpstarting the restora-
tion process and mitigating
further delays. 

In terms of equipment,
the PRLIS employs some of
the largest pumps ever used
in lift irrigation projects in
the world, each with a ca-
pacity of 145 MW, supplied
by BHEL. These pumps are
even more powerful than
the 139 MW units used in the
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation
Project, often dubbed the
‘Bahubali’ pumps. 

The PRLIS pumps, now
humorously referred to as
the ‘Baap of Bahubali,’ were
overwhelmed by floodwa-
ters filling the giant tunnels
and surge pools to the brim,
with ‘adit’ tunnels directing

water to the core of the
pump house.

The initial step in the re-
covery involved completing
the arduous dewatering
process. Technical teams
are engaged in a detailed in-
spection for visible damage,
signs of corrosion, cracks or
debris in the systems. They
are also assessing the water
damage to the electrical
components, which is cru-
cial, as floodwaters can
cause short circuits or sig-
nificant wiring damage. Si-
multaneously, mechanical
parts such as impellers and
bearings are being exam-
ined for damage caused by
sediment and debris.

Once the initial inspec-
tions are completed, the
agencies concerned will
conduct test runs to check
the pumps’ functionality. As
part of the restoration, the
450 MW substation of the
PRLIS pump house has been
charged. (SEE PAGE 2)

Submergence of
PRLIS’ Vattem pump
house, Bhakta
Ramadasu LI Scheme
pump house results 
in Rs 700 crore loss

MUMBAI

Noel Tata, the
half-brother of leg-
endary industrial-
ist late Ratan Tata,
will be the new
head of Tata
Trusts — a collective of
charities that indirectly
controls the $165-billion
conglomerate. 

Noel Tata has been ap-
pointed as chairman of all
the trusts that constitute the
Tata Trusts and also desig-
nated chairman of Tata
Trusts, Tata Trusts said in a
a statement. The trustees of
various trusts that comprise
the Tata Trusts met at a
joint meeting in Mumbai on
Friday and condoled the de-
mise of Ratan Tata, chair-
man of Tata Trusts, and “re-
called his yeoman services
not only to the Tata Group

but also to nation
building”, it said.
“In separate meet-
ings held immedi-
ately, thereafter, it
was unanimously
decided to appoint
Noel Naval Tata as

the chairman of the various
trusts that constitute the
Tata Trusts and also desig-
nate him as chairman, Tata
Trusts,” the statement said.
His appointment is effective
immediately, it added. Noel
Tata said, “I look forward to
carrying on the legacy of Mr
Ratan N Tata and the
founders of the Tata Group.
Founded over a century
ago, the Tata Trusts are a
unique vehicle for under-
taking social good.” He was
chosen by the board to lead
the string of philanthropic
trusts that control the Tata
empire. (SEE PAGE 2)

Jewellery store staff booked for stealing gold bars
CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

The city police booked a
case against eight employ-
ees of a jewellery store, Sri
Krishna Jewelers Private
Limited, in Banjara Hills for
allegedly stealing gold bars
worth Rs 6 crore. The theft
was discovered recently

during an internal audit
taken up by the company
following which the man-
agement approached the
Banjara Hills police and
lodged a complaint.

According to the police,
two employees — Uday
Kumar and B Srikanth —
were found to have stolen
the gold bars. Upon ques-

tioning, Srikanth revealed
that Uday Kumar, with the
help of several other em-
ployees, orchestrated the
theft over a long period.
Other employees, including
Chintu, Satya, Ajay, Tinku
and Chandra, were allegedly
operating under the instruc-
tions of Sukhetu Shah, the
company’s manager.

Based on the complaint
from the company’s HR
manager, Vijay Kumar, the
Banjara Hills police booked
the case and after prelimi-
nary investigation, trans-
ferred it to the Hyderabad
Central Crime Station. 

Meanwhile, Sukhetu
Shah’s wife Sruti Shah filed a
missing persons complaint

with the Banjara Hills police
stating that her husband was
missing since one month.
She told the police that her
husband had told her about
facing harassment over a fi-
nancial matter at workplace.
He left the house leaving a
letter and video, which was
submitted to the police as
evidence.

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

BRS president and former
Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao extended
heartfelt greetings to the
people of Telangana on the
occasion of Dasara, a festi-
val that embodies the tri-
umph of good over evil. 

He wished that the festi-
val would illuminate the
lives of citizens, guiding
them toward success in
their noble aspirations.

In his message to the
people of the State, Chan-
drashekhar Rao reflected
on the significance of Vi-
jaya Dashami or Dasara. 

The BRS president
stated that the festival
serves as a reminder for in-
dividuals to confront and
conquer the evil within
themselves, ultimately
striving towards righteous-
ness. (SEE PAGE 2)

CHENNAI

A Sharjah-bound flight from
Tiruchirappalli, shortly
after departure on Friday
evening, witnessed mid-air
technical glitch and later
landed safely, police said.

Chief Minister MK Stalin
held an emergency meeting
with officials and directed
them to follow all safety
measures. Later, he congrat-
ulated the flight captain and

crew for the safe landing.
After taking off at about 5.30
pm from the airport, the
fault related to hydraulic
systems, the landing gear,
was noticed. Deftly handling
the situation, the pilots later
safely landed the aircraft in
Tiruchirappalli airport.

The Chief Minister, in a
post on X, said: “I am heart-
ened to hear that the
#AirIndiaExpress flight has
landed safely. Upon receiv-

ing news of the landing gear
issue, I immediately coordi-
nated an emergency meet-
ing with officials over the
phone and instructed them
to implement all necessary
safety measures, including
deploying fire engines, am-
bulances, and medical 
assistance.”

“I have also now directed
the District Collector to en-
sure the continued safety of
all the passengers and to

provide further assistance.
My compliments to the Cap-
tain and crew for the safe
landing,” Stalin added in his
post on the social media
platform. 

Earlier, as part of proto-
col, fire tenders, rescue per-
sonnel and ambulances had
been rushed to the airport.
Aviation regulator Direc-
torate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) was monitor-
ing the situation. PTI

UNDER THE NEW LAW, TAHSILDARS AND REVENUE OFFICERS WILL
HAVE THE POWER TO UNILATERALLY MAKE DECISIONS ON LAND

OWNERSHIP BASED SOLELY ON POSSESSION, WITHOUT ADEQUATE
JUDICIAL OVERSIGHT. THIS OPENS THE DOOR TO WIDESPREAD MISUSE

AND CORRUPTION


