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End fast, farmer
leader urged

CHANDIGARH: The
Punjab Police chief along
with a senior officer in
the Union Home Ministry
met farmer leader Jagjit
Singh Dallewal, who has
been staging an indefi-
nite hunger strike since
last month, and enquired
about his health. Punjab
DGP Gaurav Yadav and
Director in MHA Mayank
Mishra met Dallewal at
Khanauri border point
and heard his demands.
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Fadnavis expands
Maha Cabinet

NAGPUR: Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis expanded his
Cabinet with the induc-
tion of 39 Ministers from
the BJP, Shiv Sena and
the NCP at a simple cere-
mony held here. Maha-
rashtra Governor CP
Radhakrishnan adminis-
tered the oath of office
and secrecy to the Min-
isters — 19 from the BJP;
11 of Shiv Sena and nine
from the NCP.
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Delhi polls: AAP
releases final list

NEW DELHI: The AAP on
Sunday released its final
list of 38 candidates for
the Delhi Assembly polls,
with party supremo
Arvind Kejriwal to con-
test from the New Delhi
constituency and Chief
Minister Atishi fielded
again from Kalkaji. In its
bid for a third consecu-
tive term in power, the
AAP nominated its
senior leaders from their
own constituencies.
NATION PAGE 7

Justice Shekhar to
face SC Collegium

NEW DELHI: Justice
Shekhar Kumar Yadav,
who purportedly made
controversial state-
ments at a VHP function,
is likely to appear before
the Supreme Court Col-
legium soon to explain
his stand. The SC on De-
cember 10 took note of
news reports over the
statements and sought a
report from the Alla-
habad High Court. As per
norms, he will be given a
chance to put forth his
version before the SC. p1i
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Fiscal pressure mounts on TG

Pension and retirement benefits strain State exchequer

PS DILEEP
HYDERABAD

The Telangana government
grapples with a burgeoning
financial crisis, as escalating
pension and retirement ben-
efit liabilities cast a shadow
over the State’s fiscal stabil-
ity. With pensions already
straining the exchequer,
projections suggest the situ-
ation will only worsen over
the next five years, requiring
an annual allocation of Rs
15,000 crore to Rs 16,000
crore to meet these obliga-
tions.

Data from the Treasuries
and Accounts Department
paints a grim picture. The
number of retirees surged
from 1,602 in 2023 to 7,995 in
2024, which is expected to
continue. The figures for the
next three years project
9,630 retirements in 2025,
9,719 in 2026, and 9,443 in
2027. This steady increase
will place an enormous bur-
den on the State Budget,
which is already stretched

Grim picture

ESCALATING PENSION, RE-

TIREMENT BENEFIT LIABILI-

TIES CAST SHADOW OVER
STATE'S FISCAL STABILITY

o Projections suggest
situation will only worsen
over next five years

o Require annual allocation
of Rs 15,000 cr to
Rs 16,000 cr to meet
these obligations

thin. The pension expendi-
ture, tied closely to salary
hikes implemented by the
previous BRS government,
has been on an upward tra-
jectory over the past decade.
Starting at Rs 4,210 crore in
2014-15, the pension Budget
doubled to Rs 8,217 crore by
2015-16. Since then, it has
grown steadily, peaking at
Rs 13,024 crore in 2023-24.
However, it was reduced to
Rs 11,641.38 crore in the
Budget for 2024-25 and al-

Glve up arms,
Shah warns naxals

JAGDALPUR

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Sunday appealed to
naxals to give up arms and
join the mainstream, or else
they will have to face the
strong action of security
forces. He said the rehabili-
tation of the surrendered
naxals is the responsibility
of the government. Ad-
dressing a sporting event —
‘Bastar Olympics’ — in
Chhattisgarh’s Jagdalpur,
Shah also said the country
would be free of Maoists by
March 2026.

“I appeal to naxals,
please come forward. Give
up arms, surrender and
join the mainstream. Your
rehabilitation is our re-
sponsibility,” he said. He
said if the naxals do not lis-
ten to the appeal of surren-
der, they will be crushed
by the security forces.
“Chhattisgarh Police is
committed to fulfilling
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s resolve to make
India Naxal-free by March
31, 2026,” he said.

The union Home Minis-
ter said the Chhattisgarh
government’s rehabilita-
tion policy is the best in the
country. “If you surrender
and join the mainstream,
you will contribute to the
development of Chhattis-

a

If the naxals do

not listen to the
appeal of surrender,
they will be
crushed by the
security forces.

— AMIT SHAH
UNION HOME MINISTER

garh and India,” he said.
Shah said when the Con-
gress was in power in
Chhattisgarh before the
BJP assumed charge a year
ago, the action against the
Maoists became slow. “But
after our government came
to power in Chhattisgarh,
action against the extrem-
ists speeded up resulting in
killings of 287 naxals in last
one year, arrest of 992 nax-
als and surrender of 836
others,” he said.

(SEE PAGE 2)

Tabla virtuoso Zakir Hussain
dies of heart-related issues

MUMBAI

Renowned tabla virtuoso
Zakir Hussain (73) suc-
cumbed to heart-related is-
sues on Sunday. Hussain’s
manager, Nirmala Bachani,
said in a statement that the
maestro was battling blood
pressure-related problems.
Earlier, it was learned that
Hussain had been admitted
to a hospital in San Fran-
cisco after experiencing
heart-related problems.
Ustaad Zakir Hussain, the
renowned tabla maestro,
was born on March 9, 1951,
in Mumbai. As the eldest
son of illustrious tabla
player Allah Rakha, he was
naturally drawn towards
music from a young age. He
completed his primary edu-
cation from St Michael’s
High School in Mahim,
Mumbai, and later gradu-

ated from St Xavier’s Col-
lege and further solidified
his foundation in music and
academics. Hussain married

Antonia  Minnecola, a
Kathak dancer and teacher.
They have two daughters
Anisa Qureshi and Isabella
Qureshi.

Industrialist Harsh
Goenka conveyed his con-

dolence over Hussain’s
passing on social media,
saying: “The world falls
silent as the tabla loses its
maestro. Ustad Zakir Hus-
sain, a rhythmic genius who
brought the soul of India to
global stages, has left us. I
feel privileged to have
known him through his con-
nection with HMV and to
have witnessed his incredi-
ble performance at our
home. His beats will echo
eternally.”

Col Rajyavardhan Singh
Rathore wrote: “Ustad Zakir
Hussain’s  extraordinary
mastery of the tabla has cre-
ated a timeless legacy in the
world of music. My deepest
condolences to his family,
friends, and the countless
admirers whose lives he
touched with his artistry.
His rhythms will echo in our
hearts forever.” ians
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ready Rs 10,069.45 crore has
been disbursed till October
this year, which indicates
the requirement of fresh al-
locations for the next three
months.

The mounting costs come
at a time when the State is
struggling to meet even its
current financial commit-
ments, including the timely
disbursal of pensions and re-
tirement benefits. While no
government pensioner re-
ceived their retirement ben-

© Mounting costs come at a
time when State struggling
to meet even its current
financial commitments

© Govt owes around
Rs 2,000 cr to retirees
during this fiscal

© To clear dues, govt
sought to mortgage
TGIIC lands and raise
Rs 10,000 crore

o Of the total, Rs 2,000
cr to be earmarked for
payment of retirement
benefits alone

efits over the last one year,
the State government owes
around Rs 2,000 crore to the
retirees during this fiscal.

To clear the dues, the
State government recently
sought to mortgage TGIIC
lands and raise Rs 10,000
crore, of which Rs 2,000
crore will be earmarked for
payment of retirement ben-
efits alone.

In fact, the clearance of ar-
rears and retirement bene-
fits was one of the top de-

mands from the employees
union representatives dur-
ing their recent meeting
with Chief Minister A Re-
vanth Reddy and Deputy
Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka. The retirement
benefits range from Rs 25
lakh to Rs 1 crore for the
government  employees
based on their cadre and ex-
perience. At present, the
pensions and retirement
benefits alone account for
nearly 13 per cent of the rev-
enue receipts.

With fiscal pressures
mounting, economic experts
questioned the sustainabil-
ity of the government’s poli-
cies, particularly its failure
to address long-term finan-
cial planning. They warn
that unless the Telangana
government adopts strin-
gent fiscal reforms, includ-
ing exploring alternative
revenue sources and ratio-
nalising expenditures, the
rising pension liabilities
could trigger a deeper eco-
nomic crisis.

‘TG regressive under Cong’

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

BRS working president KT
Rama Rao criticised the
Congress government in
Telangana for State’s eco-
nomic downturn, attributing
it to “inexperience, incompe-
tence, and corruption.”

He stated that Telangana,
which thrived during K
Chandrashekhar Rao’s
decade-long rule, is now re-
gressing in multiple sectors.

Citing the Transport De-
partment’s revenue as a key
economic indicator, he said
Telangana is the only State
in south India to record a
decline in it. While neigh-
bouring States recorded
growth between 8% and
32% in vehicle registrations
and revenue, he said Telan-
gana’s numbers  have
dropped. “Declining regis-
trations of heavy vehicles
show shrinking people’s
purchasing power and dete-

riorating economic condi-
tions,” he said. Between
April and November, Telan-
ganarecorded revenue of Rs
4,392 crore in 2023-24
against Rs 4,389 crore in
2024-25. He said the Con-
gress regime is prioritising
political vendettas over gov-
ernance. He urged the gov-
ernment to focus on restor-
ing economic stability and
maintaining the progressive
momentum achieved during
the BRS regime.

Farmer no
more ‘king’
in Telangana

Community in crisis over lack
of aid, erratic power supply

S SANDEEP KUMAR
Hyderabad

It was barely a year ago that
farmers in Maharashtra,
Karnataka and other States
staged protests demanding
their governments to repli-
cate 24x7 power supply,
Rythu Bandhu, Rythu Bima
and similar schemes from
Telangana to help them.

In Maharashtra, farmer
rights activist Vinayakrao
Patil had even staged a
hunger strike demanding
the Telangana model for
Maharashtra’s farmers,
prompting the then Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde to
announce a committee to
examine the feasibility of
the model there. However,
for farmers in Telangana,
who held their heads high as
their counterparts in other
States envied them, all those
days now feel like from an-
other era.

For them, erratic power
supply, a complete absence
of any financial assistance
from the government for
two consecutive seasons,
protests for water for culti-
vation, fertilizers, seeds and
even procurement of their
crops have become the
order of the day, a far cry
from when many repeat-
edly said ‘farmer is truly
king in Telangana’.

Nothing big happened to
change their destiny. Just

For the first time after
formation of TG, crop
holiday was declared
for the left canal of
NSP for Yasangi
season in Dec 2023

one change in government.
From the BRS, the Congress
took over, and the
downslide of farmers’ for-
tunes began.

For the first time after
formation of Telangana, a
crop holiday was declared
for the left canal of the Na-
garjuna Sagar Project for
the Yasangi season in De-
cember 2023 due to non-
availability of water. Since
then, misery has come in
train loads. In the January -
March season this year,
many farmers in Karimna-
gar, Nalgonda, Mahabubna-
gar and other districts were
forced to rely on water
tankers to save their stand-
ing crops, especially paddy.
This was an alien practice in
the last 10 years in Telan-
gana. Shelling exorbitant
prices  ranging from
Rs.2000 to Rs.2500 for pri-
vate tankers, the farmers
had to arrange them to save
their crops. About 15
tankers were required to
supply sufficient water to
one acre. (SEE PAGE 2)

State under grip of severe cold wave

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

The severe cold wave that
gripped the northern parts
of Telangana State will con-
tinue till Tuesday, according
to the IMD-Hyderabad fore-
cast on Sunday. Chilly
weather conditions are also
expected to continue in Hy-
derabad and its outskirts,
with minimum tempera-
tures likely to drop below 10
degrees Celsius at different
locations.

By the early hours of Sun-
day, the minimum tempera-
ture at several locations in
Adilabad and Kumram
Bheem Asifabad districts
anywhere hovered between
6.3 degrees Celsius and 7 de-
grees Celsius. Hyderabad
and its neighbouring dis-
tricts were also under the
grip of intense chilly
weather conditions, with the
BHEL area in Sangareddy
district recording single-
digit temperature at 9.6 de-
grees Celsius.

The lowest minimum
temperature of 6.3 degrees
Celsius was recorded at

Oscar question stumps Gr-11 aspirants

YUVRAJ AKULA
Hyderabad

Several aspirants who ap-
peared for the Group-II
services examination were
taken aback seeing the
names of Cillian Murphy,
Emma Stone, and Christo-
pher Nolan in one of the first
ten questions.

The examination con-
ducted for recruitment to
posts, including Municipal
Commissioner, Assistant
Commercial Tax Officer and
Naib Tahsildar, tested the
candidate’s Oscar knowl-

A train makes its way amid dense fog in Alampur of Jogulamba Gadwal district on Sunday morning.

Bheempur in Adilabad, fol-
lowed by 6.4 degrees Celsius
at Jainad and 6.6 degrees
Celsius in Pochara, Bhoraj
and Tandra, all mandals in
Adilabad. The IMD-Hyder-
abad, in its forecast on Sun-
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day, said, “Dry weather is
very likely to prevail over
the State. Mist/ Hazy condi-
tions are very likely to pre-
vail during morning hours at
isolated pockets in a few dis-
tricts of Telangana. Mini-

;)

A candidate at an examination centre in Hyderabad on Sunday.

edge as part of Paper-1. Giv-
ing out statements related to
the Oscar Awards 2024, the
candidates were asked to se-

lect the true ones. The state-
ments — Cillian Murphy
won the Best Supporting
Actor award for the movie

mum temperatures are very
likely to be below normal (2
degrees C to 4 degrees Cel-
sius) at isolated pockets
over Telangana during the
next 2 days.” In Hyderabad,
apart from 9.6 degrees Cel-

‘Oppenheimer’, Emma
Stone won the Best Actress
for the movie ‘Poor Things’,
Christopher Nolan won the
Best Actor award and ‘The
Last Repair Shop’ won the
Best Documentary Short-
film Award. This question
caught students, even the
most prepared ones off
guard, as it was an unex-
pected one. “Generally,
questions on Nobel prize
winners are asked in the
Group exams,” says Sharath,
a candidate who appeared
for the examination in Ped-
dapalli. (SEE PAGES 2, 3)

sius in the BHEL area, the
University of Hyderabad,
Serilingampally ~ mandal,
recorded a minimum tem-
perature of 9.7 degrees Cel-
sius on Sunday morning.
(SEE PAGE 2)

Over 22L visited
Sabari in 29 days

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Over 22 lakh Ayyappa
devotees visited Sabari-
mala in 29 days till Decem-
ber 14, an increase of 4.51
lakh pilgrims from the cor-
responding period last
year, Travancore Devas-
wom Board president P S
Prashanth said on Sunday.
He said the total revenue at
the temple had increased
by Rs 22.76 crore from the
same period last year. A
total of 22,67,956 devotees
visited Sabarimala in 29
days till December 14. i



