
NEW DELHI

Two Bills that lay down the
mechanism to hold simulta-
neous elections were intro-
duced in the Lok Sabha after
a fiery debate on Tuesday,
with the opposition terming
the move “dictatorial” and
Law Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal asserting that the
legislation would not
tamper with the powers en-
joyed by States. 

The Constitution (129th
Amendment) Bill was intro-
duced in the Lok Sabha by
Meghwal after a nearly 90-
minute debate, followed by
a division of votes. As many
as 269 members voted in
favour of the Bill and 198
against it. Meghwal also in-
troduced The union Terri-
tories Amendment Bill,
which seeks to align elec-
tions in the union territories
of Puducherry, Delhi, and

Jammu and Kashmir with
the Lok Sabha polls. 

He said the proposed
Bills did not attack the
“basic structure doctrine, as
claimed by the opposition”.
Principles such as judicial
review, federal character of
the Constitution, separation
of powers, secular charac-
ter, supremacy of the Con-
stitution had not changed,
Meghwal said, adding that
the objections to the Bill
were political in nature. 

Congress member Man-
ish Tewari opposed the in-
troduction of the Bills and
termed the move an assault
on the basic structure doc-
trine that stipulates certain
features of the Constitution
are beyond the amending
power of Parliament. “One
of the essential features is
federalism and the struc-
ture of our democracy. The
Bills assault the basic struc-
ture of the Constitution and
exceed the legislative com-
petence of this House,”
Tewari, a former union
Minister, said.  Samajwadi
Party member Dharmendra
Yadav said the measure to
introduce “one nation, one
election” by the BJP was an
attempt to bring dictator-
ship in the country.  
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Doval to attend
India-China talks
BEIJING: National Secu-
rity Advisor Ajit Doval ar-
rived here on Tuesday to
take part in the India-
China Special Represen-
tatives’ talks to be held
on Wednesday aimed at
restoring the bilateral
ties stalled for over four
years due to the military
standoff in eastern
Ladakh. Doval will hold
the 23rd round of the
Special Representatives'
(SR) talks with his Chi-
nese counterpart and
Foreign Minister Wang
Yi. PTI

In a nutshell

/TelanganaToday

/TelanganaToday

@TelanganaToday

t.me/TelanganaToday

Ukraine kills
Russian General 
MOSCOW: A senior Rus -
sian General was killed
by a bomb hidden in a
scooter outside his apar -
tment building in Mos -
cow, a day after Ukra -
ine’s security service
levelled criminal charges
against him. A Ukrainian
official said the service
carried out the attack.
Lt. Gen. Igor Kirillov, the
chief of the military’s nu-
clear, biological and
chemical protection
forces, was killed as he
left for his office. 
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Pope may visit
India after2025
KOCHI: Cardinal George
Jacob Koovakad said
that Pope Francis’ visit
to India will most likely
be after 2025, which has
been announced as the
‘Jubilee Year’ by the
Catholic Church, due to
celebrations in Rome
that year. Fifty-one-year-
old Koovakad was ele-
vated to the rank of car-
dinal by Pope Francis on
December 7. On his ar-
rival in Kerala, he tha -
nked everyone who
showed up to greet him
at the airport here. PTI

Another temple 
unlocked in UP 
SAMBHAL: Following
the recent discovery of a
Shiva temple in Khaggu
Sarai area of Sambhal,
another temple, which
remained closed for sev-
eral years, has been re-
opened in Sarayatareen.
Known as Radha Krishna
temple, this religious
site was previously ac-
cessible only during oc-
casional festival wor-
ship. The temple came
to light after officials re-
ceived information
about its existence.
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Khammam shocker! Rat
bites paralyse student

ONOE Bills
in LS, Oppn
up in arms

STATE BUREAU

KHAMMAM

In yet another shocker from
State-run hostels in Telan-
gana, a Class 10 student at
the BC Welfare Hostel at
Danavaigudem in Kham-
mam was bitten by rats mul-
tiple times, with both her
legs being paralysed now. 

The student, Lakshmi
Bhavani Keerthy, was said
to have been bitten 15 times
by rats, and she was admin-
istered anti-rabies vaccine
each time she was bitten
from March to November.
This resulted in paralysis,
family members alleged.

She was shifted to the Ma-
mata General Hospital in
Khammam as the hospital
came forward to provide
free treatment to the student
at the directions of former
Minister Puvvada Ajay
Kumar. The doctors said the
student was currently re-
covering but suffering from
neurological problems.

Responding to the inci-
dent, BRS MLA T Harish
Rao expressed concern over
the condition of the student
and accused the govern-
ment of acting negligently
towards students studying

in government residential
schools. It was worrisome
that the students, who were
supposed to be studying in
schools, were falling sick
and ending up in hospital
beds under Congress rule.
What did the authorities do
when a student was bitten
by rats 15 times, and why
was she not given proper
treatment even after visiting
the hospital many times, he
asked. (SEE PAGE 2)

Class X girl bitten by rats 15 times at BC Welfare Hostel

BRS leaders S Venkata Veeraiah and others enquiring about the health condition of the Class X
student who is undergoing treatment at Mamata General Hospital in Khammam on Tuesday.

Govt defends
simultaneous
elections,
opposition
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‘dictatorial’

Decision on NEET
in online or offline
mode soon: Centre
NEW DELHI

The Education and Health
Ministry are deliberating
on whether to conduct
medical entrance exam
NEET-UG in pen and
paper mode or online
mode and a decision in this
regard is expected soon,
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said
on Tuesday. The Educa-
tion Ministry has held two
rounds of talks with the
Health Ministry led by
union Minister JP Nadda.

Currently, NEET-UG is
conducted offline — in pen
and paper mode —
wherein students have to
solve multiple choice ques-
tions on an OMR sheet.
The NEET is the largest
entrance exam in the coun-
try in terms of number of
candidates appearing for
the test.  In 2024, a record
over 24 lakh candidates
took the exam. 

“The Administrative
Ministry of NEET is the
Health Ministry and
hence we are in talks with
them about whether
NEET should be con-
ducted in pen and paper
mode or online mode. We
have had two rounds of
talks with the Health Min-
istry led by JP Nadda.
Whatever option will be
considered best suited for
conducting the exam,
NTA is ready to undertake
the exercise,” Pradhan
said. PTI

Assembly on the boil over
State’s mounting debts

BRS legislators wearing black clothes and handcuffs stage a protest against the imprisonment of Lagacherla farmers and handcuffing 
of one of the arrested farmers who was taken to hospital for treatment, on the Assembly premises on Tuesday.

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

The Telangana Legislative
Assembly witnessed heated
exchanges between the
treasury and the opposition
benches over the State’s
mounting debts. 

Deputy Chief Minister
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka
and former Finance Minis-
ter T Harish Rao sparred
over the fiscal management
of the Congress govern-
ment’s first year in power.
While Bhatti Vikramarka
claimed that the State gov-
ernment raised loans of

around Rs 51,277 crore, Har-
ish Rao countered that the
State debts as of Tuesday
had escalated to a whopping
Rs 1.27 lakh crore, including
both guaranteed and non-
guaranteed loans.

The row began during
Question Hour when Bhatti
informed the House that in
the first year after coming to
power till November 30 this
year, the Congress obtained
Rs 52,118 crore under FRBM,
Rs 61,991.14 crore under non-
FRBM loans obtained by var-
ious corporations, public sec-
tor undertakings and special
purpose vehicles with gov-

ernment guarantees and an-
other Rs 10,099.7 crore loans
without guarantees.

Harish countered with a
detailed breakdown, charg-
ing the Congress with incur-
ring Rs 1.27 lakh crore in
loans, including Rs 61,991
crore under corporate guar-
antees and Rs 10,099 crore
without guarantees as well as
Rs 3,000 crore fresh loan ob-
tained as of Tuesday. “If this
trend continues, Telangana’s
debt will surge to Rs 6.36
lakh crore in the Congress
government’s five-year
term,” he warned. He also
dismissed Congress’ claim

that Rs 6.71 lakh crore was
borrowed during the BRS
regime, asserting the total
was Rs 4.17 lakh crore. “The
Congress presented a white
paper to mislead the public.
Despite obtaining record
loans and enjoying robust
revenue, pending bills re-
main unpaid, and no new
schemes have been
launched,” he said, con-
demning the attempts to in-
flate the debts obtained
under the previous BRS
regime to blame it for the
Congress government’s
shortcomings. (SEE PAGE 2)
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Bring it on, KTR
on arrest threats
STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Amid speculations of his ar-
rest in connection with the
Formula-E case, BRS work-
ing president KT Rama Rao
wished the best for Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy.
“Good luck Chitti Naidu
and Co. Will face you
legally. Bring it on,” he
posted on X.

Referring to the reported
nod from Governor Jishnu
Dev Varma to arrest him,
Rama Rao observed that
Revanth Reddy appeared to
have got the desired result
after falling at the feet of the
BJP leadership in Delhi and
holding secret meetings
with industrialist Gautam
Adani in Jaipur. 

“Despite conducting 30
trips to Delhi, you could not
get three paise for the State.
If you want to draw psy-

chotic pleasure by filing
three cases and put me in jail,
that is your headache,” he
said. In another post, he took
a dig at the Congress, sharing
the post of Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah
boasting about showcasing
Bengaluru through motor-
sports and promoting the
Formula 4 car race. “Wow,
Nice! So is this also a scam? I
wonder!” he said, amid the
Telangana Congress leaders
projecting the Formula E
racing event held under the
BRS regime as a major scam.

Cops issue notice
to Sandhya
Theatre
CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad 

The Hyderabad Police is-
sued a show cause notice to
the management of Sand-
hya Theatre asking why
the ‘cinematography li-
cence’ issued to the theatre
should not be cancelled. 

The police cited the
lapses that led to the stam-
pede on December 4 night,
during the premiere show
of the Pushpa-2 movie. The
notice was issued to
Renuka Devi of Sandhya 70
mm theatre.  In the two-
page notice, issued by Hy-
derabad CP CV Anand, the
police pointed out several
alleged lapses including,
the absence of women se-
curity personnel, no frisk-
ing and improper security
arrangements. The police
asked the management to
reply to the notice within
ten days of receiving it.

76 villages face water crisis

Over 3 lakh candidates skip Group-II exam
CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad 

Over 3 lakh candidates
skipped the Telangana
Group-II recruitment exam-
ination that concluded in the
State on Sunday. A signifi-
cant reason for such sub-
stantial absenteeism by can-

didates was the allotment of
centres, many of which were
located at far-flung places.
Some students were also
turned away for arriving just
minutes late.

For reasons best known to
them, the Telangana Public
Service Commission allot-
ted examination centres 30

to 50 km away from where
the aspirants reside. Many
candidates from Hyderabad
were assigned centres in
Ibrahimpatnam and Ghatke-
sar, requiring a long com-
mute. “I was allotted a cen-
tre in Guru Nanak
educational institutions in
Ibrahimpatnam, while I re-

side in Khairatabad. Who
would travel for such a long
distance for two days?
Hence, I decided to drop,”
said a Group aspirant.

After commuting long dis-
tances to reach the centre,
several students were denied
entry into the examination
hall as they were late by just a

minute. Candidates’ repeated
pleas to centre officials did
not yield any response, forc-
ing students to return with-
out writing the examination
for which they prepared for
several years. The Group-II
notification for 783 vacancies
attracted 5,51,855 registra-
tions. (SEE PAGE 2)

STATE BUREAU
Sangareddy

Supply of drinking water to
76 villages in Nyalkal, Jha-
rasangam, and Raikode
mandals has stopped since
November 22, after 26 Mis-
sion Bhagiratha operators
and linemen went on strike
over being denied their
salaries for the last 10
months.

The Raghavapur filter
bed, from where water is
being supplied to these vil-
lages, has stopped function-

ing since then. These opera-
tors have worked with Mis-
sion Bhagiratha in these vil-
lages for eight to 10 years.

They were being paid Rs
9,500 per month. However,
they last got their salaries a
year ago. When they
launched the protest on No-
vember 22, the contractor
assured them to pay the en-
tire pending salaries by De-
cember 10. Still, the contrac-
tor failed to keep the
promise, forcing them to
continue the protest. Sev-
eral villagers in these man-

dals are facing acute water
shortage. While some offi-
cials made alternative
arrangements, such as sup-
plying water by arranging
tanks, residents in other vil-
lages were fetching water at
their own expense. Gopal
Reddy, a lineman, urged the
district administration and
State government to inter-
vene in the matter to end
their struggles. He said they
were ready to resume their
work if the contractors paid
the pending salaries.  

(SEE PAGE 2)

Class VII student ends life

HYDERABAD: A Class VII student died by suicide in his
hostel room at a residential school in Hayathnagar in the
early hours of Tuesday. The 12-year-old, who was staying
in the hostel located on the school campus, was upset over
an issue and took the extreme step. According to police offi-
cials, on Monday, in the absence of his roommate, the boy
restored to the extreme step. His friends grew suspicious
when there was no response from inside even after re-
peated knocking on the door. They alerted the hostel au-
thorities, who used force to break open the door, only to
find the boy dead. (SEE PAGE 2)
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If you want to draw
psychotic pleasure by
filing three cases and
put me in jail, that is
your headache, says
BRS leader to Revanth

Five students hospitalised in Nirmal

NIRMAL: Five students from a Telangana Minority Resi-
dential School fell sick, reportedly due to food poison-
ing, at Chincholi village in Sarangapur mandal on Tues-
day. Sources said that the students complained of
stomachache after dinner at the school on Monday and
were admitted to a government general hospital in the
district headquarters. They were discharged by
evening. They were hospitalised due to food poisoning
at the hostel. The principal of the school was unavail-
able for comment.


