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Flocks of pelicans and cormorants congregate at the Man Sagar Lake in Jaipur on Sunday. — Photo: PTI
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Villager injured 
in bomb blast 
MULUGU: A villager was
injured when a pressure
bomb, allegedly laid by
Maoists, went off in
Veerabhadravaram
forest area of Venkata-
puram (Nuguru) mandal
of the district on Sunday.
According to reports, the
villager, Nagaraju, who
went into the forest to
collect firewood, acci-
dentally stepped on a
pressure bomb and it
went off, injuring him.
The villagers shifted Na-
garaju to Eturnagaram
Government Hospital for
treatment. 

In a nutshell
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Cop ends life
in Amberpet
HYDERABAD: A police
constable, posted at the
Pargi police station in
Vikarabad district, re-
portedly died by suicide
at his house in Amberpet
in the city on Sunday. A
2002 batch constable,
Bhanu Shanker worked
in Vikarabad while his
wife and two children
stayed at Amberpet. On
Sunday, while the family
was at home, the con-
stable went into a room
and hanged himself from
a ceiling fan. The family
tried to revive him, but
their efforts failed. 

4 Naxalites, cop
killed in encounter
DANTEWADA: Four Nax-
alites were killed in an
encounter with security
forces in Chhattisgarh’s
Bastar region, a senior
police official said. A
head constable of the
District Reserve Guard
was also killed in the
face-off, he said. The
gunfight broke out on
Saturday evening at a
forest in south Abujh-
maad along the border
of Narayanpur and Dan-
tewada when a joint
team of the DRG and STF
was out on an anti-Nax-
alite operation. PTI

Maha Kumbh: Mass
conversions feared

LUCKNOW: Ahead of the
Maha Kumbh, a cleric
has written to UP CM
Yogi Adityanath ex-
pressing fears that mass
conversions of Muslims
will take place during the
event, while other com-
munity leaders have
flagged the alleged de-
mand raised by some
Hindu seers’ body to
keep Muslims out of the
gathering. Cleric
Maulana Shahabuddin
Razvi Barelvi urged
Adityanath to “thwart
plans”. NATION PAGE 8

BRS protest on
Rythu Bharosa
betrayal today

PS DILEEP 

HYDERABAD

The BRS has called for
Statewide protests on Mon-
day against the Congress
government’s betrayal of
Telangana’s farmers by re-
ducing the Rythu Bharosa
investment support from
the promised Rs 15,000 per
acre per annum to Rs 12,000. 

Demonstrations will be
organised in all district,
mandal and constituency
headquarters in solidarity
with the farming commu-
nity. Addressing the media
at Telangana Bhavan here
on Sunday, party working
president KT Rama Rao
charged the Congress party
with failing to deliver its
election promise to provide
Rs.15,000 per acre under the
Rythu Bharosa scheme, and
instead reducing the
amount to only Rs.12,000.
“Farmers will not tolerate
such betrayal,” he said.

The BRS working presi-
dent stated that the Con-
gress once again proved to
be synonymous with fraud,
lies and hypocrisy, while
Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy was a traitor of farm-
ers. He criticised Congress
for its lack of clarity on pro-
viding assistance to horti-
culture and other crop farm-
ers under the Rythu Bharosa
scheme, as well as depriving
government employees and
other tax payers from bene-
fiting from the scheme.

“Rahul Gandhi had called
this a guarantee, not a decla-
ration. Where is he now
when Telangana farmers

are in distress? From Rahul
Gandhi to Revanth Reddy,
all they have done is make
empty promises. But Telan-
gana’s farmers have learnt
their lesson and will not
trust them again,” he said,
adding that the Congress
had turned Rythu Bharosa
into a political tool, using it
to secure votes during local
body elections and to aban-
don it later. 

Rama Rao demanded that
both Rahul Gandhi and Re-
vanth Reddy explain why
the investment support was
reduced, and apologise to
the 70 lakh farmers for their
failure to keep another
promise. “Rahul Gandhi
gave his word for imple-
mentation of the electoral
promises, but he is not visit-
ing Telangana to explain
this betrayal,” he observed.

The former Minister also
criticised Revanth Reddy
for statements suggesting
that Telangana, especially

the condition of govern-
ment employees, was better
off in erstwhile Andhra
Pradesh, calling it an insult
to the State’s achievements.
“Under K Chandrashekhar
Rao, Telangana provided
the highest salaries to em-
ployees and completed
transformative projects like
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation
Scheme and Mission Bhagi-
ratha. Revanth Reddy’s
baseless claims only indi-
cate the Congress’s bank-
ruptcy of ideas and leader-
ship,” he said.

Drawing attention to the
previous BRS government’s
track record, Rama Rao said
under Chandrashekhar Rao,
over Rs 1 lakh crore was
spent on initiatives like
Rythu Bandhu and crop loan
waivers. “While Chan-
drashekhar Rao will be re-
membered as a farmer’s true
ally, Revanth Reddy has
turned out to be their worst
enemy,” he asserted.

Demonstrations to be organised in all district,

mandal and constituency headquarters

BRS working president KT Rama Rao addressing the media 
at Telangana Bhavan on Sunday. 

CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 

The cold wave conditions in
Telangana are expected to
continue for three more
days with minimum temper-
atures in some places to be
below normal by 2-4oC. 

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD)-Hyder-
abad, in its early morning
forecast on Sunday, indi-
cated that early morning fog
and misty conditions at mul-
tiple locations in the State
are also expected to con-
tinue for five more days.

Meanwhile, the cold wave
conditions continued to re-
main active in Hyderabad

and in the districts for the
fourth day straight. The
lowest average minimum
temperature recorded be-
tween Saturday night and

Sunday morning was 5.9oC
at Bheempur, Adilabad, fol-
lowed by 6oC at Sirpur in
Kumaram Bheem Asifabad.
Bela and Mavala mandal

headquarters and Bela man-
dal centre recorded the min-
imum temperature of 6.3oC
and 7.1oC, respectively. Adi-
labad Rural, Neradigonda,
Adilabad Urban, Talamadu,
Tamsi and Talamadugu
mandals saw minimum tem-
peratures dropping below
11oC. Meanwhile, in Kumram
Bheem Asifabad, Ginned-
hari village of Tiryani man-
dal recorded minimum tem-
perature of 7.1oC, while
Kerameri mandal saw 8.3oC.
Jainoor, Asifabad, Sirpur
(T), Bejjur and Wankidi
mandals were gauged to be
between 9oC and 11oC.  In
Hyderabad, the average
minimum was 10-11.5oC. 

Skeletal fluorosis back
to haunt Nalgonda

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Besides cases of dental fluo-
rosis that were detected in
Marriguda mandal of Nalgo-
nda district recently, resur-
gence of skeletal fluorosis in
a cluster of villages has also
been confirmed. 

A few skeletal fluorosis
cases were identified during
an intensive survey taken up
by the Department of Med-
ical and Health in selective
pockets and it has signalled
a potential public health
issue, also reigniting con-
cerns over water contami-
nation issues in the region. 

The effective implemen-
tation of Mission Bhagiratha
in recent times, after the
programme had ensured
freedom from the fluoride

menace three years ago, is
now under question.

Health staff had con-
ducted over 34,800 door-to-
door contacts to identify se-
rious fluorosis symptoms,
focusing on children and
elderly population in the af-
fected villages. 

While the number of
skeletal fluorosis cases
among the elderly is not
large enough, the potential
for a wider outbreak re-

mains a pressing concern,
said officials. The resur-
gence of both skeletal and
dental fluorosis in villages
with a history of fluoride
contamination has
prompted the district ad-
ministration to re-evaluate
the drinking water supply
under Mission Bhagiratha,
with effective implementa-
tion of the programme run-
ning into glitches of late. 

With evidence pointing to
water contamination as a
contributing factor, ensur-
ing safe and clean water for
all residents is now a top
priority. Health experts cau-
tioned that while the imme-
diate numbers may not be
alarming, the possibility of a
fluorosis relapse could have
long-term implications. 

(SEE PAGE 2)

New cases signal potential public health issue

Speeding truck
mows down
family, 3 killed
CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad 

In a heart-wrenching inci-
dent, three members of a
family were killed, while a
child is battling for life,
after a truck hit their two-
wheeler, at Medchal on
Sunday. Those killed have
been identified as Bullab-
bai (37), Lavanya (30) and
Harshita (10), while four-
year-old Siddeshwar is un-
dergoing treatment. 

According to the police,
the family was going from
Uppal towards Yellampet
Medchal to visit their rela-
tives. Around 4 pm, a con-
tainer truck with a Naga-
land registration number
hit their two-wheeler from
behind and ran over them. 

“The driver was reckless
and hit the two-wheeler.
Three members of the fam-
ily died on the spot and the
boy was rushed to hospi-
tal,” said Medchal Inspec-
tor A Satyanarayana. 

YUVRAJ AKULA
Hyderabad

Seventy summers and yet,
he is neither tired nor re-
tired. And neither dimin-
ished is his yearning to scale
new summits. Dr A Babu
Rajendra Prasad Reddy, the
70 year-old Hyderabadi, de-
cided to trek the breathtak-
ing Himalayas, a challenge
for trekkers even half his
age, and he did.

Former CEO of NIIT
Middle East turned serial
entrepreneur, Reddy amidst
bone chilling weather with
temperatures touching -7oC
and harsh winds, journeyed
to reach 12,000 feet altitude
through rugged terrain with
a 10-kg backpack. For him, it
was not just reaching the
summit, but also breaking
barriers, which come with
age. 

He drew motivation from
his daughter Sindhu, who al-
ready completed five treks
in Himalayan range. An avid
runner who completed a full
marathon and three half-
marathon, Reddy along with
24 member trek group
started from the base camp
at Raithel, Uttarakhand. “Sensing our enthusiasm, organis-
ers increased the target by a few more feet to make it 12,000
feet and we took about 36 hours to hit the summit. The trek
was beautiful with Gangotri and Yamunotri ranges provid-
ing us a scenic background,” he recalls.

Initially, Dr Reddy’s age seemed an obstacle. The
trekking organisation, Indiahikes, which this septuagenar-
ian joined, had an upper age limit of 62 years for trekking.
However, Dr Reddy came out with flying colours in the 
fitness test including heart parameters.  (SEE PAGE 2)

No entry in OYO for
unmarried couples

PORBANDAR/NEW DELHI

Two pilots and an aircrew
diver of an Advanced Light
Helicopter (ALH) of the In-
dian Coast Guard were
killed when the chopper
crashed and caught fire at
Gujarat’s Porbandar airport
on Sunday, government au-
thorities said. 

The crew members killed
in the accident have been
identified as Commandant
Saurabh, Deputy Comman-
dant SK Yadav and Manoj
Pradhan Navik, according
to a Defence Ministry 
statement.  (SEE PAGE 2)

3 killed in Gujarat Coast
Guard helicopter crash

STATE BUREAU
Adilabad

Tension prevailed for a
while when some villagers
allegedly pelted stones on
forest officials and van-
dalised a vehicle after offi-
cials seized timber logs at
Keshavapatnam village in
Echoda mandal on Sunday.

Forest officials said that a
team of around 50 forest of-
ficials led by Utnoor FDO
Revanth Chandra were car-
rying out raids on houses of
certain suspects at the vil-
lage known for felling teak
trees and smuggling the
timber, after receiving in-

formation about a huge
dump of timber. Some resi-
dents began pelting stones
on the officials, and dam-
aged the windshield of a ve-
hicle of the department re-
sulting in the tension.

The officials said that
some villagers surrounded
the forest officials and par-
tially damaged a windshield
of an official vehicle for con-
ducting the raids. Forest of-
ficials were forced to run for
safety. No official sustained
injury in the incident. A
complaint will be lodged
with the police. Timber
worth Rs 3.5 lakh was seized
during the raids. (SEE PAGE 2)

Adilabad villagers
attack forest officials

NEW DELHI

Travel booking major OYO
has launched a new check-
in policy for partner hotels,
starting from Meerut, intro-
ducing guidelines effective
this year whereby unmar-
ried couples will no longer
be welcome to check in.

Under the revised policy,
all couples will be asked to
present valid proof of rela-
tionship at the time of
check-in, including for
bookings made online. OYO
has empowered its partner
hotels’ discretion to decline

couple bookings based on
their judgment, aligning
with local social sensibility,
the company said.

OYO has given the direc-
tive to its partner hotels in
Meerut to ensure this with
immediate effect. Based on
ground feedback, the com-
pany may expand this to
more cities, people familiar
with the policy change said.

“OYO has received feed-
back in the past from civil
society groups, especially in
Meerut (Uttar Pradesh),
urging action to address this
issue,” they said. (SEE PAGE 2)

At 70, Hyderabadi
scales 12,000-ft range
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Implementation of
Mission Bhagiratha in
recent times, after it
ended fluoride
menace 3 years ago,
now under question

Rescue work under way after a helicopter of the Indian Coast
Guard crashed during landing at Porbandar airport. — Photo: PTI

THE TREK WAS BEAUTIFUL
WITH GANGOTRI AND
YAMUNOTRI PROVIDING A
SCENIC BACKGROUND...
APART FROM A SEVERE
WINTER, SCALING THE
LAST STRETCH WAS TOUGH 

— DR A BABU RAJENDRA 
PRASAD REDDY

Dr A Babu Rajendra 
Prasad Reddy. 

Cold wave to last three more days


