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Admission to elite B-schools without CAT
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Any management aspirant in
India would be aware of CAT,
which is undoubtedly the most
sought after entrance exam for
MBA entrance in India. It offers
admission into over 100
management institutes across
India, along with the IIMs.
However, there are several other
exams besides CAT that a
student can and must write. We
collectively call them as OMETs
(Other Management Entrance
Tests). These would include
XAT, SNAP, CMAT, MAT and
Institute specific exams viz
NMAT etc.

The key reasons why a candidate
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should write other exams be-
sides CAT are as follows:
Many top B-schools require you
to write their own exams: For
example, XLRI Jamshedpur
uses XAT, SIBM Pune uses
SNAP, Narsee Monjee Institute
of Management Studies uses
NMAT etc. A lot of other b-
schools would be using the
performance of the candidates in
one of these exams as a criteria
for selection as well.

It helps to diversify your risks:
If candidates do not have any
other option besides CAT, they
could be under a lot of pressure
while writing the CAT. If
anything goes wrong while
writing the CAT they will be left
with no options for the whole of
the year.

Opportunity to capitalise on
your strength(s): There are
minor differences in the patterns
of these exams including the
areas tested and the difficulty
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level of the exams. It helps to
identify the exam that best suits
your strength areas and focus on
them as well.

Some exams give you extra
time to prepare: Many of these
exams are conducted much later
than CAT. This means that for a
student starting his preparation
a little late there is a few extra
months time for preparation.
Some of these are conducted as
late as January (XAT, CMAT
etc) which means you get almost
two more months to prepare.
Awareness and  adequate
preparation for these exams is
essential, as these tests have
patterns which are different
from CAT. Let us look at the
major Other management
Entrance Tests (OMETs) which
would be conducted.

XAT

» XAT is the second most popular
management entrance examin
ation after CAT. XAT is condu
cted by XLRI, Jamshedpur on
behalf of Xavier Association of
Management Institutes. Apart
from XLRI, which is one of the
top-5 B-schools in India acco
rding to latest rankings by
various independent agencies,
XAT scores are used by many w
institutes across India. XAT is

schools under its umbrella, 3
General management and the
others- sectoral or specialized
MBA's. The list of institutes
includes SIBM Pune, SCMHRD
Pune, SIBM Bangalore, SIIB
Pune etc. The exam is
considered a must for MBA
aspirants, thanks to this eclectic
mix of colleges using its score
for their selection processes.

Common Management Admi
ssions Test — CMAT & Manage

usually conducted in the first ment Aptitude Test (MAT)

week of January. » CMAT & MAT are popular
Symobiosis National Aptitude exams whose scores are

Test (SNAP) considered by many B-schools.
» SNAP is an aptitude test w MAT is conducted by All India

conducted by the Symbiosis
society as a first entry
requirement for all the B schools
under Symbiosis International
University which has 12 B

Management Association four
times a year — February, May,
September, and December in
both the formats-Paper pencil as
well as Computer based. Even

»

though the paper has a section
on General Awareness, the score
in this section is rarely used by
any B-school for shortlisting
candidates for the GDPI
process.

CMAT is conducted by AICTE
via NTA and is also another
popular choice for many
students across the country.

Exams conducted by Individual
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Institutes

The following are a couple of
stand-alone tests are conducted
by B-schools for admission of
candidates into their MBA
programmes.

NMAT by GMAC for Narsee
Monjee Institute of Manage ment
Studies, Mumbai,  Shirpur,
Bangalore, Hyderabad, Indore,
Navi Mumbai, Dhule, and Chan
digarh, offering General MBA,
Banking, Capital Markets and
HRM. It is conducted in online
format, in the adaptive mode, and
that students can take max of three
attempts and the best of three is
taken as their final perfo rmance
while short listing for GDPI.
MICAT for Mudra Institute of
Communications, Ahmedabad
Interested candidates should go
through the websites of these
exams and collect details
regarding the exam date, last
date for application, where to
get the form from, which B-
schools would accept the
scorecard of the exam etc.

Mr. Ramnath
Kanakadandi,

Sr. Course , v
Director at TI.M.E | r’ { '|||| \ i h

Scholarship Name 1:
Scholarships for Higher Studies 2025-26

Description: Narotam Sekhsaria Scholar

ships for Higher Studies 2025-26 is a merit-based
scholarship initiative of the Narotam Sekhsaria
Foundation that aims to provide financial assis-
tance to outstanding Indian students aspiring to
pursue higher education at prestigious institutions

Scholarships

in India and abroad.

Narotam Sekhsaria

Eligibility: Applicants must be an Indian national re-
siding in India and a graduate from an accredited
Indian university. They should be under 30 years
old as of 31st January 2025. They must plan to

Qua

Description:

Scholarship Name 3:

d Fellowship 2025
The Quad Fellow-

a bachelor’s degree or equivalent
in a STEM field by August 2025.
Students must show a record of

Short Url:

pursue a postgraduate degree in top-ranking insti-
tutions in India or abroad, starting in the Fall
2025.

Prizes & Rewards: The scholarship offers
interest-free loans as financial assistance
including mentorship support.

Last Date to Apply: 17-03-2025

Application mode: Online applications only

www.b4s.in/namasthe/NSSP1

QR Code: https://d2w711p59qklOr.
cloudfront.net/static/images/scho-media/
narotam-sekhsaria-scholarships-for-higher-
studies-2025-261738298856.png

Eligibility:

ship 2025, initiated by the gov-
ernments of Australia, India,
Japan, and the United States, is
administered by the Institute of
International Education (IIE). It
aims to connect future scientists
and technologists from these
Quad countries and, starting in
2025, from ten ASEAN member
states.

Open to citizens
or legal permanent residents of
specific countries including
India. Applicants must be at least
18 years of age at the time of ap-
plication submission and possess

exceptional undergraduate aca-
demic achievement.

Prizes & Rewards: The fellow ship
offers a one-time stipend of
$40,000 and other benefits.

Last Date to Apply:

03-03-2025

Application mode:

Online applications only

Short Url:
www.b4s.in/namasthe/QUFD1

QR Code: https:// d2w711p
59gk 10r.cloudfront.net/static/im-
ages/scho-media/quad-fellow-
ship-2024173 8298895.png
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Vedantham Godadevi

Sr. Sanskrit Lecturer

Sri Chaitanya Jr. College,
D.D. Colony, Hyderabad
Cell : 83094 41897
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