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4 more deportees
arrive in Punjab
AMRITSAR: Four more
deportees, hailing from
Punjab, arrived here on
Sunday. It is learnt that
the four were among the
12 illegal Indian immi-
grants brought back
from the US on a flight
via Panama that landed
in Delhi earlier in the day.
Confirming their arrival,
Amritsar Deputy Com-
missioner Sakshi
Sawhney said they
hailed from Gurdaspur,
Patiala and Jalandhar
districts. They arrived at
the Sri Guru Ramdas Ji
International Airport
here from Delhi viaa
commercial flight. pri

Survey bhegins for
cancer centres

NEW DELHI: The gov-
ernment has started a
survey to identify gaps
and review infrastruc-
ture in all district hospi-
tals in order to imple-
ment the Budget
announcement of set-
ting up daycare cancer
centres in these health
facilities. In her Budget
speech, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said
the government will fa-
cilitate setting up day-
care cancer centres in all
district hospitals over
the next three years and
200 of these will be es-
tablished in 2025-26. p1i

Modi to release
PM KISAN aid

PATNA: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is all set
to release the 19th in-
stalment of PM-KISAN
on February 24. An amo-
unt accounting for Rs
22,000 crore will be
transferred directly to
9.8 crore farmers’ ac-
counts via the DBT
scheme. This time, a
special awareness pro-
gram is being organised
to impress upon the
farmers various innova-
tions and new-age
emerging techniques in
agriculture and also fa-
cilitate their direct inter-
action with the Prime
Minister. ians

Pope’s condition
remains critical

ROME: Pope Francis was
conscious but still re-
ceiving high flows of
supplemental oxygen on
Sunday following a res-
piratory crisis and blood
transfusions, as he re-
mains in critical condi-
tion with a complex lung
infection, the Vatican
said. The brief statement
early Sunday didn’'t men-
tion if Francis was out of
bed or eating breakfast,
which it had on previous
days. “The night passed
quietly, pope rested,” it
said. A more detailed
medical update was ex-
pected later Sunday. ar
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Israeli forces ramp up

West Bank offensive

Defence Minister says troops will remain
in some areas for a year

Hopes fade as rescue
efforts continue

Situation at SLBC tunnel far from optimistic, says Jupally

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

The ongoing operations to
rescue the eight persons
trapped inside the SLBC
Tunnel project have taken a
sombre turn with Minister
Jupally Krishna Rao, after an
on-ground assessment of
the conditions inside the
tunnel, revealed that the sit-
uation inside remained dire
and far from optimistic.
The severity of the inci-
dent has left officials and
rescue teams grappling with
diminishing hope and grow-
ing despair. In the last 36
hours, despite exhaustive ef-
forts to reach the trapped
workers and engineers, res-
cue teams have been unable
to establish contact with any
of the eight members lost
deep within the tunnel, ap-
proximately 400 metres be-
neath the hill range.
Rescuers have called out
the names of the missing
workers using speakers,
only to hear their own
voices echoing back in the
corridors. Senior officials on
site have continued the res-
cue exercise with unwaver-
ing intensity, visiting the ac-
cident spot for stock-taking
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Rescue operations on at the SLBC tunnel project site in Nagarkurnool on Sunday. — Photo:PT|

from time to time. However,
the mood among the rescue
teams that are yet to make
significant headway to-
wards the spot where the
workers are trapped, is
gloomy. Minister Krishna
Rao, accompanied by teams
from the NDRF, SDRF, and
the military, ventured up to
a point that was believed to

Centre shielding
Revanth govt,
says KTR

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

BRS working president KT
Rama Rao on Sunday at-
tacked the BJP-led NDA
government at the Centre,
questioning its inaction on
multiple allegations against
the Congress government
in Telangana.

He said the BJP was act-
ing as a protective shield for
Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy, suggesting that the
saffron party was intention-
ally overlooking a series of
corruption cases and scams
under the Congress govern-
ment in Telangana.

In a statement, Rama Rao
pointed to numerous in-
stances of high-profile cor-
ruption under Congress
governance. Specifically
mentioning the AMRUT
tenders scam, where Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy’s
brother-in-law was
awarded a Rs 1,137 crore
contract despite lacking
qualification, he questioned
the BJP for protecting the
corrupt practices of the
Congress government in
the State for political con-
venience.

“Proof has been submit-
ted, yet zero action from the
NDA government,” he said.

00
BJP is intentionally
overlooking a series
of corruption cases
and scams under
Congress govt
in Telangana

— KT RAMA RAO
BRS WORKING PRESIDENT

Rama Rao reminded that
the BJP government did not
act against the Civil Sup-
plies Scam, in which the
Central government funds
were misused, and the in-
volvement of Reventh
Reddy’s family.

Despite Prime Minister
Narendra Modi himself ac-
cusing the Revanth Reddy
government of collecting Rs
150 per sqft as RR Tax
(Rahul Gandhi and Revanth
Reddy tax), the BJP failed to
take any action.

Rama Rao also recalled
media reports of a massive
cash haul during raids con-
ducted by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Rev-
enue Minister Ponguleti
Srinivas Reddy’s properties,
yet 150 days later, no action
was taken. (SEE PAGE 2)

» SOSS  T)

be hardly 100 metres away
from the spot to assess the
situation firsthand. Since 1
pm on Sunday, he has been
overseeing the rescue ef-
forts. He said the water
pressure had severely im-
pacted the tunnel boring
machine, further complicat-
ing the operations. The dis-
tance from the tunnel entry

to the accident site is ap-
proximately 13.5 km and the
arduous travel involved to
the spot has added to the
complexity of the rescue
mission. The critical 200-
metre last stretch of the tun-
nel remained filled with
water and debris, making it
inaccessible.

(SEE PAGES 2, 5)
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Congress struggles to
plug revenue deficit

Poor revenue collections, rising debt force
govt to make last-ditch efforts to stay afloat

PS DILEEP
Hyderabad

Reeling under financial mis-
management, the Congress
government in Telangana is
scrambling to cover up its
mounting revenue deficit.
Poor revenue collections
and rising debt have forced
the State to resort to last-
ditch efforts to stay afloat.

In the last three financial
years, Telangana realised
average revenue receipts of
77 per cent by March-end.
The State Own Tax Rev-
enue (SOTR) collections
stood at an average of 97.26
per cent during the same pe-
riod. With less than two
months left in the fiscal year,
shortfalls are evident across
multiple sectors even as
officials are making frantic
efforts to continue to main-
tain the previous years’ tax
collections.

To boost revenues, the
government announced a 25
per cent discount on the
LRS fee for those paying be-
fore March 31. It is aggres-
sively pursuing pending tax
collections, including GST,
commercial and sales taxes.

Property tax, traffic chal-
lans, electricity and water
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bills, licence fee and other
such revenues are being tar-
geted, with a one-time set-
tlement scheme now being
considered to clear out-
standing dues and generate
immediate liquidity.
Further burdening citi-
zens, the Congress regime is
looking at excise hikes to ex-
tract more revenue from
liquor sales. The increase in
beer prices alone is ex-
pected to bring in an addi-

"‘USA

WASHINGTON

US President Donald
Trump has claimed that the
Biden administration allo-
cated $18 million in funding
to India to help with its elec-
tions, arguing that the coun-
try doesn’t need this money.

His remarks during a
speech at the Conservative

Cricket Stadium on Sunday. — Photo: PTI (REPORT PAGE 10)

G

Political Action Conference
(CPAC) after he repeatedly
attacked the United States
Agency for International
Development (USAID) for
allocating $21 million in
funding to India for “voter
turnout”.

In his speech, Trump also
accused India of taking ad-
vantage of the US. “I18 mil-

lion dollars for helping India
with its elections. Why the
hell? Why don’t we just go to
old paper ballots, and let
them help us with their elec-
tions, right? Voter ID.
Wouldn’t that be nice?
We’re giving money to India
for elections. They don’t
need money,” he said.
“They take advantage of

CCMB team pioneers rare disease diagnosis

M SAI GOPAL
Hyderabad

In a first, genetic researchers
from Hyderabad have
evolved anew and more effi-
cient way to diagnose rare
diseases. Instead of tradi-
tional gene mapping, they
are  utilising  Optical
Genome Mapping (OGM), a
technique which captures
the entire DNA structure
and gives a complete map
(or picture) of the genome,
thus helping researchers to
identify structural varia-

tions in the genome and ex-
actly pin-point the cause of
the rare disease.

The research team from
the Hyderabad-based Cen-
tre for Cellular and Molecu-
lar Biology (CCMB), whose
study was published in the
European Journal of Human
Genetics of Nature Science

Instead of traditional gene mapping, scientists are
using Optical Genome Mapping, which captures
entire DNA structure, gives complete map of genome

Journal (December 9,2024),
showcased their research by
taking up OGM study on
two children with rare dis-
eases including severe
haemophilia and autism.
Senior research fellow
and science communicator
from CCMB, Aditya Undru,
in areport (India Bioscience

of Department of Biotech-
nology), aptly described the
cutting-edge research on
Optical Genome Mapping as
“It is like enabling an ex-
plorer in an island, who is
searching for buried treas-
ure, with a complete treas-
ure map and a bird’s-eye
view. In a dense forest, frag-
ments of a treasure map be-
come useless. The explorer
needs a complete map and a
bird’s eye view.”

The CCMB researchers
pointed out that their study
has the potential to reshape

the way genetic disorders
are studied and understood,
thus opening a new era of
genetic diagnostics and re-
search. The study will play a
vital role in resolving clini-
cal questions over rare dis-
eases. The approach of util-
ising  optical genome
mapping helps fill certain
gaps in the field, particularly
around structural variations
that have been challenging
to fully capture with older
sequencing technologies,
the researchers in the Indian
Bioscience report, said.

) gave $18 mn for polls in India’

us pretty good. One of the
highest tariff nations in the
world...We have a 200 per
cent (tariffs) there and then
we’re giving them a lot of
money to help them with
their election,” Trump said.
Trump also criticised the
USAID for giving $29 mil-
lion to Bangladesh.

(SEE PAGES 2, 8)

excise hikes to extract more
revenue from liquor sales

tional Rs 300 crore per
month, albeit at the cost of
higher consumer spending.
Though efforts were being
made to collect long-over-
due arrears from the Centre,
there has been poor re-
sponse.

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment has informally in-
structed finance and other
key departments to clear
only emergency bills.

(SEE PAGE 2)

Modi, Trump
and [ defend
freedom:; Meloni

WASHINGTON

Italian Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni slammed
the Left ‘double standards’
in perceiving conserva-
tives globally, saying when
leaders like herself, US
President Donald Trump
and Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi collaborate they
are called a “threat to
democracy” while leftist
leaders are praised for sim-
ilar alliances.

Meloni’s remarks came
as she addressed the Con-
servative Political Action
Conference (CPAC) in
Washington via video link
from Rome.

“Today, when Trump,
Maloni, (President of Ar-
gentina Javier) Milei or
maybe Modi talk, they are
called a threat to democ-
racy. This is the last double
standard, but we are used
to it, and the good news is
people no longer believe in
their lies, despite all the
mud they throw at us. Citi-
zens keep voting for us,”
she added. She said people
vote for them as “we de-
fend freedom, we love our
nations, we want secure
borders, we preserve busi-
nesses and citizens from
the green leftist insanity
and we defend family life.”
“We fight against
wokeism...and we stand for
common sense,” she said.

(SEE PAGE 2)

Will give up Prez post
for peace: Zelenskyy

KYIV
Ukraine’s President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy said that
he would be ready to give
up the presidency if it
brought peace and NATO
membership.

Speaking at a forum of
government officials in
Kyiv marking the three-
year anniversary of Russia’s
full-scale  invasion of
Ukraine, Zelenskyy said he
would step down if doing so

would achieve a lasting
peace for his country under
the security umbrella of the
NATO military alliance. “If
to achieve peace, you really
need me to give up my post,
I'm ready,” Zelenskyy said.
His comment appeared to
be aimed at suggestions by
US President Donald Trump
and Russian President Putin
that elections should be held
in Ukraine despite legisla-
tion prohibiting them during
martial law. (SEEPAGE2)



